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PBEFACE. 



The author is sensible of the feeling ihat will be pro- 
duced bj an attempt to lay down the principles of an 
universal churchj and the judgment that will follow^ 
— ^that it is a vain attempt to remove the divisions 
amongst Christians^ as exhibited in their churches. 
Not onl J will self-interest operate to smother it^ but 
the love of spiritual dominion^ now lodged in the 
teachers of religion^ and the conceit that thej are the 
guides in faith and doctrine^ will unite them against 
it ; and the people^ who have given themselves up to 
be taught religion hj their ministers^ whose itching 
ears love declamatory pulpit eloquence — doses of 
strong doctrine^ and excited feelings, until many have 
become dead to the perception of the still small voice 
of the Spirit of God in the soul — ^will not like the 
simplicity of the system propounded ; in which 
election and reprobation^ imputative righteousness, 
baptismal regeneration, and eucharistic communion, 
have no place, or are made consistent with the 
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spiritual law of Christ On the other hand, as no 
system not founded on truth can be permanent, and 
the day has dawned, — as shown by the number of 
individuals who think for themselves, and desire the 
establishment of a purer system, free from puritanical 
strictness, hyper-spirituality, ceremonial worship, or 
clerical authority ; — a free system for free minds, in 
which all the faculties of man may be exercised 
under a loving self-denial of the abuse of man's lower 
nature, by a cheerful obedience to the law of the 
Lord ; — there must be many in every church pre- 
pared dispassionately to consider any proposal for a 
reformation. Reflection as to the causes of decay in 
the Society of Friends has led to the conclusions 
embodied in the text; but instead of confining the 
inquiry to the causes of decay, it appears to be of far 
greater importance to attempt such modifications as 
would raise the fallen church to a higher standard of 
perfection, by pointing out what a Christian church 
ought to be. To effect this, it appeared necessary, hot 
only to bring under review the faith and practice of 
the Society of Friends, but also that of other 
churches, in order to benefit by experience, and that 
the proposed reformation might be complete. All 
religious professors are, therefore, invited to consider 
the proposals for a church of unity^ — an external 
church, more sound in faith, in doctrine, and in prac- 
tice, than any existing one; and rendered thereby 
better fitted for bringing the law of the Lord, in its 
fullness and its purity, into practice. 
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This treatise is more especially addressed to the 
Society of Friends — the greatest upholders of all 
abstract principles^ which being just now in a transi- 
tion state^ may be expected to be more open to 
consider the propositions it contains than any other 
church. When a reformation is wanted^ first princi- 
ples should be studied^ in order that the reformation 
may be complete ; and it appears to the writer not 
only that great changes are required in the Society of 
Friends to adapt it to humanity, and make it the 
nucleus of an universal churchy but that, in a much 
greater degree, do all other churches require refor- 
mation. 

Truth is simple, but grand in its simplicity, in 
physics and in morals; and churches, which are 
human institutions to promote faith in God the 
source of truth, and obedience to the spiritual law, 
must ultimately assume this simplicity of character, 
and throw off all pretentious, mystical, ceremonial, 
and typical observances; and as already in physics 
the study of God's laws is become strict and simple, 
by reading in the book of nature, solely to get at the 
truths of the revelation therein contained, — so must 
any true church adopt the same method, and study 
the Bible, to know what are the cardinal truths of 
religion. It may then be expected to succeed in 
destroying the divisions amongst Christians, and that 
enslaving sectarianism, which sees everything through 
a distorted medium. Not only in the Society of 
Friends, but in all religious societies, there is a motion 
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in the dry bones^ indicative of coming life ; and even 
amongst those who are not deemed religious, but 
many of whom are really philosophical inquirers- 
honest theists — there is a desire to get at the truth ; 
so that the time seems come for impartial inquiry^ 
and a hope dawns that a Gospel daj is comings in 
which truth and charity will shine forth in the glory 
of God, as exhibited in the face of Jesus Christ. 
Then would a church of unity arise, promoting the 
extension of man's freedom, wisdom, and happiness. 
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CHAPTER I. 

ORIGIN, PROGRESS, AND DECLINE OF. 
THE SOCIETY OF FRIENDS. 

It may appear presumptuous for any individual to 
propose to reform the Society of Friends, which for 
two hundred years has maintained a high character 
for religion and morality, which has ever advocated 
and practised a peaceful course, which has supported 
and suffered for liberty of conscience, and has been 
the steady advocate of civil liberty and universal 
peace ; which, more than any other religious society, 
has upheld the universality of (divine grace, the 
spirituality of the law of Christ, the power of every 
man to draw near to God in spirit, and the teaching 
of the Spirit of God in the soul, and by this living 
faith and practice, the ability of man to do good 
works; which, aiming at the substance, dispensed 
with the forms of religion and outward sacraments ; 
which abolished the priesthood, and all ecclesiastical 
rites and ceremonies ; which regards the Sabbath as 
made for man, not a holy day to be observed with 
puritanical strictness ; which in its domestic relations 
has elevated woman to an equality with man, and 

B 
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made the families of the Friends conspicuous for 
order, comfort, and enjoyment. The object of the 
writer is not to destroy, but to amend ; to free it from 
some relics of Puritanism, to clear away some monkish 
practices and peculiarities, to secure real spirituality 
by restraining its excesses, to make its public worship 
simple and practical, to destroy its isolation from the 
world, and by these means make it more consistent 
with the Gospels, better adapted for a church of unity 
for all Christians ; a standard of Christ for the heathen, 
a great and growing church, instead of a small and 
dwindling fraternity. 

Few persons have fully and fairly appreciated the 
character of George Fox, the founder of the Society ; 
those not belonging to the Society have looked upon 
him as a fanatic, whilst its members have not only 
venerated his principles, but his puritanical practices 
also. An impartial study will ])rove him to have 
been a wise and holy man of God of the age in which 
he lived; one who had a clear conception of the 
spirituality of the new law of Jesus Christ; who, 
regardless of suffering, preached the glad tidings of 
salvation through Christ, and the advent of the king- 
dom of heaven amongst men ; who detected and 
exposed the great delusion of his day — the doctrine of 
imputative righteousness, and exalted in its place that 
universal and saving grace, by which the soul of 
every man who believes and obeys is sanctified, 
justified, and redeemed from sin and death, the Holy 
Ghost co-operating with man, Christ within the hope 
of glory. He never denied the necessity or the 
benefits of Christ's personal sacrifice, whereby, once 
for all. He put an end to outward sacrifices for sin 
through the medium of an outward priesthood, con- 
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qnered the devil, and opened wide the door of access 
to God in spirit. He manfully opposed the Calvinistic 
dogma of the impossibility of freedom from sin in this 
life, and the doctrine of election and reprobation as 
divine decrees ; showing how inconsistent it was with 
the universal love of God, and with our Lord's re- 
peated declarations that He came to save all, and 
with the explicit revelation of God, by Ezekiel, that 
He is just and equal. 

We need not wonder that George Fox, an unlearned 
and simple-minded man, under the belief of immediate 
revelation from God, in the beginning of his conver- 
sion should be agitated with strong and conflicting 
feelings; but if we look closely into his history, written 
by himself, we shall see that he passed through an 
ordeal, enough to unhinge the strongest mind, un- 
scathed, and that step by step he overcame all his 
morbid feelings, and arriving at clear convictions, 
enunciated the eternal principles of religion, as laid 
down in the Scriptures ; through sufferings, disease^ 
and death, the effects of persecution, he and his fol- 
lowers established the rights of conscience for them- 
selves, which were afterwards secured by law to the 
whole English people. Fox thus became a leader 
and founder of a Christian church, which exists to 
the present day. But he was not exempt from the 
failings of humanity, and not only became tinged 
with the colour of the age he lived in, but lived in a 
peculiar atmosphere of his own, immersed in abstract 
views, allowable to an individual, but not adapted for 
society, which led into hyperspiritualism, and spiritual 
formalities, as soon as they were adopted as rules by 
a religious fraternity. The consequence was, that the 
expectations of his followers and himself were dis- 
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appointed^ which led them to believe that the day of 
Christ was at hand^ and that the spiritual law written 
iii the heart was about to come into dominion, up- 
setting the outward priesthood, and the forms and 
ceremonies of existing churches ; for the excitement of 
novelty came to an end, and in less than two centuries 
the Society dwindled to a band of less than twenty 
thousand persons, scattered amongst a population of 
twenty millions, and is now weakened by attacks from 
without, and divisions within. Our object is to seek 
for the cause of this decay, in the hope that we may 
discover a remedy ; and for this purpose we propose 
to enter upon a review of the faith, doctrines, and 
practices of the Society, which will necessarily involve 
that of other churches, that we may deduce principles 
fit for a church for all time and all people — a church 
of unity and charity. The existing state of Christi- 
anity is exceedingly unsatisfactory — it has more a 
name than a reality. A great amount of heathenism is 
found in practice; for eighteen centuries has the 
church of Rome been endowed with wealth and power, 
and, until the Reformation, was an universal church 
for western Europe, and gave the spiritual law to the 
people in the degree and manner it thought proper ; 
but she has not proved to be the divine leaven which 
leaveneth the whole lump, since a great amount of 
bigotry, superstition, and immorality, has prevailed ; 
also the Protestant churches, although professing 
liberty of conscience, and freedom from some of the 
grosser errors of Rome, have come short of the spiritual 
law of Christ As our divine Master, in cleansing the 
leper, giving sight to the blind, and raising to life the 
v^Fidow's son, not only exhibited His love to indivi- 
duals, but a love that embraced all mankind, so we. 
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in endeavouring to help a falling Society^ must aim 
at a nniversal remedy^ and uphold the law of the 
Lord^ not that of Fox or Cranmer. AH' mankind are 
equally the children of God by creation, and arei 
designed to be brought into the one fold, under the 
one Shepherd ; and the small section of the human 
family to whom the written revelation has beei:! 
entrusted, ought to be a united band, spreading the 
Gospel everywhere, and exhibiting to the heathen 
the happy fruits of that divine revelation, making 
them exclaim, ^^ Behold how these Christians love one 
another I " There is a longing amongst Protestants for 
a church of unity, which shall uphold in its purity 
the divine law of Christ, maintain a creed simple yet 
orthodox, do away wuth the dominion of priests, leave 
the minds of individuals free, uphold the divine 
standard of morality, and judge men by their works, 
rather than their opinions. There is also a large and 
intellectual body of men, who stand aloof from all 
existing churches, and discard all religious creeds ; 
yet believers in God, and practisers of good worksj 
philosophical seekers after truth in the natural world, 
who would welcome a church of simple creed and 
divine charity. These we must hope to bring into 
the one fold, under the one Shepherd. Is not another 
Beformation wanted? What has confession to a 
priest done for the Catholics, but relieve for a short 
time the burthened and superstitious conscience, with- 
out effecting regeneration?* — what election and re- 
probation for the church of Calvin, but make the 
presumed elect confident, and the imagined reprobate 
hopeless, and prevent in both the healthy action of a 
fjree and reformed will ? — what faith in the outward 
sacrifice of Jesus Christi aa the only means of salya- 
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tion^ but lessen that hunger and thirst after righteous- 
ness which by the help of the Holy Spirit would 
make men holy, just, and good ? It should never be 
forgotten that the end of religion is to make men 
happy by making them godly, which is a real salva- 
tion from sin, and a partaking of the divine nature, 
by which they become the sons of God, and live in 
constant communion with Him in Spirit, and in the 
words of Scripture are grafted into the true vine, and 
derive love, wisdom, and truth from a divine root. 
Must we ask Christians now the question put by the 
Jews of old, "Will God indeed dwell with man?" 
What does our Lord say ? "I am come, that they 
might have life." **I am the vine, ye are the 
branches." " Him that cometh to me I will in no 
wise cast out" ** Whosoever liveth and believeth in 
me shall never die." " Whosoever drinketh of the 
water that I shall give him shall never thirst ; but 
the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well 
of water springing up into everlasting life.'* " If a 
man love me he will keep my words, and my 
Father will love him, and we will come unto him 
and make our abode with him." The requirings 
of religion, although high and holy, involve no 
abandonment of our humanity; created by Grod 
with senses and intellect, they are given for our use 
and enjoyment ; there is no denial, in our heaven on 
earth, of a free and holy use of all our faculties ; in 
their abuse only is there sin ; the regenerated man is 
free indeed. 

The finger of scorn was pointed at our divine 
Master; they called him a gluttonous man, and a 
wine-bibber; the friend of publicans and sinners. 
It is true that He withdrew not from the marriage- 



OF THE SOCIETY OF FRIENDS. 7 

feast, but there performed His first miracle by turning 
water into wine. He dined with Zaccheus^ and 
cheered him with the assurance that salvation was 
come to his house. He extended His mercy to the 
sinning woman who loved Him. He received the 
returning prodigal ; prepared for him the fatted calf, 
declaring to his professing brother that it was meet 
to make merry and rejoice, " For this thy brother wag 
dead and is alive again, was lost and is found." Even 
as in days of old He brought His chosen people into 
a land flowing with milk and honey, so is there a 
promised land for Christians. • All gracious are fiUs 
words to fearful and suffering humanity — "Fear not; 
I am with thee." " Be of good cheer." "Let not your 
heart be troubled." May not Christians rejoice in 
this God their Saviour, who will give them a new 
heart, a pure and calm mind, and a clear understand* 
ing. In joy of heart will all such welcome Him with 
hosannas. 

In the review of doctrines, we have preferred 
taking those of the church of Rome, being an original 
church, and the source from which they sprang ; by 
adopting this plan we shall be saved from direct 
collision with the Protestant churches. The modified 
views held by them, and the particular views of the 
Society of Friends, will necessarily appear in the 
inquiry. 
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CHAPTER 11. 

I 

t 

DOCTRINES OF THE CHURCH OF ROME. 

At a time when the church of Rome is striving to 
extend her spiritual dominion in England, it seems 
partionlarlj necessary that Protestants should have 
dear views of the doctrines of that church. We there* 
Sure propose to state and test them by the only writt^i 
authority — Holy Scripture; this will prove whether 
they are agreeable thereto, and will also establish a 
basis, whereby the doctrines of other churches may 
be judged. It is proposed to confine the reference 
to the Gospels, as containing the words of our Lord 
iiimself, and c(»istituting the general law of the new 
covenant. By thus limiting the inquiry, it is by no 
kieans meant to disparage the other parts of the New 
^stam^it, but it will shorten the wori^ ; and it will 
iKXu*cely be contended that any truths essential to be 
believed cannot be found in the Gospel, which is the 
:text-book of Christian principles, written for all time 
imd all people, capable of being studied in its originality 
-and integrity, and free from the bias of those who 
wrote for their own time, and with reference to Jewish 
laws or heathen mythology. 

In order to treat the church of Rome fairly, we 
have taken her doctrines as laid down by Bossuet, bishop 
of Meaux, a learned and liberal prelate of that church, 
who declared them to be in conformity with the creed 
of the Council of Trent; we have extracted them from 
a work called an *^ Exposition of the Doctrines of the 
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CathoHcChurch in matters of Controversy," approved 
by Pope Innocent X., and ten bishops, and designed 
to answer the scruples of English Protestants, and 
induce them to retUm to the mother church. It 
was printed in England, in 1686, by H. Hill, King 
James II. 's printer, and published by the King's especial 
command. 

THE TEXT OF BISHOP BOSSTTET. 

" Jesus Christ laid the foundation of the church by 
preaching. The unwritten word was the first rule 
of Christianity; and when the writings of the New 
Testament were added, the unwritten word did not 
on that account lose its authority ; which makes us 
receive with especial veneration all that was taught 
by the apostles, whether by writing or word of 
mouth. 

^^ A doctrine comes from the apostles when it is 
invariably embraced by all Christian churches, without 
any possibility of showing its beginning ; wherefore 
we are careful to gather up together all that our 
fathers have left us, and conserve the deposition of 
tradition as well as of the Scriptures. 

" The church being established by God to be the 
guardian of tradition and Scripture, we receive the 
canonical Scriptures from the church ; we learn tra- 
dition also from her ; and by the means of tradition 
we learn the pure sense of Scripture. The church 
does nothing but declare the divine revelation by 
the interior direction of the Holy Ghost, who is given 
to her as her teacher; so that in any dispute the 
church interposes her authority, and says, ^ It seemed 
good to the Holy Ghost and to us.' And her children 
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are bound to receive her decisions^ believing from 
her mouth they have the oracle of the Holy Ghost ; 
therefore we say in the creed, * I believe in the Holy 
Ghost,' and add immediately, * The holy Catholic 
church,' and acknowledge the infallible and perpetual 
verity in the universal church. 

" Episcopacy. — The Son of God being desirous 
His church should be one, and solidly built upon 
niiity, hath established and constituted the primacy of 
St. Peter, to maintain and cement it. Upon which 
account we acknowledge the primacy in the successors 
of the prince of the apostles ; to whom for this cause 
we owe that obedience and submission which the 
holy councils and fathers have always taught the 
faithful. Episcopal government was established by 
Jesus Christ himself, and St Peter's chair has a solid 
foundation in the Gospel, and an evident succession in 
tradition. 

" Holy Orders. — The imposition of hands in 
holy orders being accompanied by a blessing of the 
Holy Ghost, which the administrators of holy things 
receive, ought to be placed among the number of the 
sacraments." 

One of the councils says, "We acknowledge the 
Holy Catholic and Roman church to be the mother 
and mistress of the churches, and 'we promise and 
swear to the bishop of Rome, successor of St. Peter, 
prince of the apostles, and vicar of Jesus Christ, a 
true obedience." 

The Council of Lateran says, " The Pope has power 
to depose princes, and absolve subjects from their 
allegiance." 
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EPISCOPACY AND HOLY ORDERS. 

We have placed before the reader the claim of the 
charch of Rome for a divine original, and for per- 
petual authority and virtue ; let us now search the 
Scriptures, and see whether there is any sanction for 
it. It is the most important question we have to 
consider, because if we find that claim substantiated 
we are bound to submit to it. In God and in His 
revelation through Christ the truth only can be found, 
and this is embodied in Holy Scripture, which is 
the great charter of Christians, the one only divine 
written revelation ; we must study the words and the 
spirit of that charter diligently and impartially, if we 
wish to determine the validity of the claim set up by 
the church of Rome to be the mother and mistress 
of all churches. As to the singular claim to rank the 
authority of tradition on a par with that of Holy 
Scripture, it is to set up another revelation, and bind 
men's consciences with burthens, the authority for 
which Rome pretends to derive from the successors 
of the apostles, levelling the word of God to that of 
man ; and this travelling out of the record cannot fail 
to endanger the pure," simple and spiritual law of the 
founder of Christianity, our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ It is in vain that we search the Scriptures 
for any authority for it. If admitted, it would open 
the door to any pretender to divine revelation, give a 
sanction to the impostor Mahomet, and afford an 
apology for the fanaticism of Joe Smith and the 
Mormons. The only secui'ity that mankind has, is 
that all doctrines shall be tried by the word of God, 
and rejected if not found in conformity with it To 
ascertain what our Lord came to establish, we should 
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bear in mind what He came to destroy. The Levitieal 
law and the outward temple, which He gave to the 
Jews, and established by multiplied sanctions and 
supernatural signs^ was complete in all its parts, had 
an outward tabernacle and divine ordinances, rites, 
ceremonies, and sacrifices, an anointed priesthood 
devoted to the duties of the sanctuary, obedience to 
which was rewarded by outward blessing, disobedience 
by outward curses ; to human reason it would appear, 
if circumstances became so altered as to require a 
change, the same divine power that instituted it 
would not destroy, but amend it, and make it suitable 
for the altered state of man. But this was not in 
accordance with divine wisdom ; a new law was deemed 
necessary, and Christ in the fulness of time came to 
introduce it He exhibited first in His own person 
its spiritual character, fulfilled and finished the Jewish 
ceremonial law, destroyed the temple and the holy 
city, and scattered the chosen people over the earth. 
He introduced in its place His new and spiritual law, 
taught that man should go to God, the only spiritual 
source of help, immediately, instead of to the priest; 
and with renewed heart and affections do the will of 
God, instead of offering burnt offerings and outward 
sacrifices for sins. Thus preserving tlie essence of the 
law, faith and good works, and divine worship ; con* 
tecrating a temple in the soul, instead of one built with 
human hands. The system of the church of Rome 
is to rebuild what our Lord destroyed by maintaining 
a priesthood as distinct as that of Levi, snpported, 
as the Levites were, by tithes drawn from the people, 
consecrated high priest in the person of a perpetual 
Pope, the sacrifice of the man for that of bulls and 
goats ; indeed, Rome has gone beyond the old law in 
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the adoration of the Virgin, and prayers to saints. As 
to claiming Peter for their first pope and prince of 
apostles, let us consider the texts upon which this is 
founded. Jesus asked His disciples, '* Whom do men 
say that I the Son of Man am ? And they said, Some say 
that thou art John the Baptist, some Elias, and others 
Jeremias, or one of the Prophets. He said unto them. 
But whom say ye that I am ? Simon Peter answered, 
and said. Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God; 
and Jesus answered and said unto him. Blessed art thou, 
Simon Barjona, for flesh and blood hath not revealed 
it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven ; and 
I say unto thee, that thou art Peter, and upon this 
rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell 
shall not prevail against it. And I will give unto thee 
the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatsoever 
thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, 
and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be 
loosed in heaven." That all this had nothing to do 
with the man Peter is clear, for in the same chapter 
the froward Peter is rebuked by our Lord in these 
words: *^Get thee behind me, Satan; thou art an 
offence unto me, for thou savourest not the things 
that be of God, but those that be of men." Although 
an ardent disciple, he was the most fallible ; he only 
of the eleven, after vehemently declaring that not 
only would he not deny his Master, but that he 
would give up his life for His sake, thrice denied that 
he knew Him. The church of Rome chooses this 
apostle for the prince of apostles, and for the rock on 
which their church is built, instead of Christ, the 
rock of ages and revelation, which, then and for ever, 
is to bring Christ in spirit to all His disciples, and 
make Him the one high priest, and one sure founda- 
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tion of a living church : the spiritual key that shntteth 
and no man openeth, and openeth and no man shntteth* 
Not Peter, but I, " the way, the truth, and the life," 
God in Christ, against which the gates of hell can 
never prevail. Moreover, Christ taught His dis- 
ciples, " Call no man your father upon earth, for one 
is your Father which is in heaven ; neither be ye called 
masters, for one is your Master, even Christ" So 
that no man and no priest has any exclusive autho- 
rity or power to consecrate another as his successor. 
Instead of apostolic succession, our Lord declares: 
*' If any man desire to be first, the same shall be 
last of all." He who humbleth himself as a little 
child is to be exalted, and be the greatest in the 
kingdom of heaven. His rule for a true disciple, 
as for a true church, is humility; His com* 
mand was to take up His yoke, and learn of Him. 
This is the Saviour we must follow, to become living 
members of the church of the first-born, whose names 
are written in heaven. We think it will be admitted 
by every impartial inquirer, that the Gospels afford 
no proof that supremacy was given to any church by 
Christ ; little is known of the church of Rome in the 
first three centuries, but by degrees it acquired abso- 
lute power, and became corrupt. Its history is one 
of the most* melancholy in existence. Pretending to 
religion, and to have even an authority — a pope — to 
act as vicar of Christ. In it was found, not merely in 
its lay, but clerical members, individual wickedness 
not exceeded by the heathen, and tyranny exercised 
over mankind, not to be matched by Roman emperors; 
neither civil nor religious liberty was allowed. The 
Holy Scriptures were kept from the people, and 
recusants brought before inquisitors, and tortured and 
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ournt to death; kings bound to the papal car, and 
they and their people excommunicated and interdicted. 
The history of all sects and churches partakes more 
or less of thin character, and for the honour of God it 
would be well to claim for none of these human 
institutions a divine original and authority. Rome 
grew into power centuries after Christ ; and from the 
beginning there have started' up sects and churches. 
No doubt, individuals may have been found in all of 
them fulfilling the divine law, but as corporate bodies 
we can find no authority in Scripture for them. The 
kingdom of heaven on earth, the spiritual church of 
Christ, must be composed of those who in all nations 
are regenerated, and who require no other association 
than that of publicly meeting to worship their God 
and Saviour. Of the Protestant churches of England, 
the Established church approximates most nearly to 
that of Home, some of its members considering Rome 
the mother church ; but others consider the church 
of England to be an original church by apostolic 
descent, the grosser errors of Rome abjured. They 
claim a priesthood, a call to the office and tithes for 
supporting it, acknowledge episcopal authority and 
subscribe to articles of belief, and are tending to a 
greater likeness to Rome in vestments, ornaments 
and symbols, and in gorgeous temples or churches. 

The DissentjBrs are more simple, but show signs of 
longing for exterior show, and maintain a body of 
ministers prepared by education for religious service; 
equally with the church of England paid for preaching, 
but only by voluntary gifts or by endowments — a 
system open to grave objections, as rendering the 
ministers less independent and their maintenance un- 
certain. The Society of Friends is the only religious 
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body which contains no clerical element, and gives no 
pay or reward for preaching ; whose ministers maintain 
themselves, are not educated for priests, wear no 
clerical garb, and claim no official designation. Their 
church government is carried on by laymen, in the 
office of overseer, elder, minister, and by an annual 
assembly of delegates from the whole community, 
which settles rules for government and issues a pastoral 
letter annually, and advices, which hi^ve grown into a 
body of decretals, and which is carried out by means 
of queries respecting the religion, morals, and civil 
conduct of the members, which are answered by sub- 
ordinate meetings. These things may answer for a 
small and united fraternity, but are fast coming to an 
end, even in this select Society ; and are only incum-* 
brances, which make men peculiar, spiritually proud, 
and conceited, and which separate Christian from 
Christian, and destroy unity, and are altogether totally 
unfit for general society, and must be done away with 
or simplified to adapt it for an universal church for 
humanity. 

The conclusion we have arrived at is, that an 
hierarchy was never sanctioned in the Gospels, because 
God's Spirit works individually in all ; and when it 
comes into dominion, makes preachers, teachers, or 
general practisers of Christ's law ; the individuals who 
have reformed themselves, are the persons to help 
others publicly or privately ; in assemblies for public 
worship only is any church government required, not 
by putting one man over another, but simply to secure 
order and periodic divine service, and this by laymen, 
for sacerdotal election and rule is not to be found in 
the Gospels, the authority of individuals arising solely 
from their goodness, the exercise of gifts, and the 
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supremacy of the Gospel. The carrying out of this 
is one duty of an universal church, and some sugges- 
tions as to the mode of doing it will be found in the . 
concluding chapters. 



CHAPTEK III. 

ON THE SACRAMENTS GENERALLY. 

THE TEXT OF BISHOP BOSSUET. 

^' By the sacraments the merits of Jesus Christ are 
applied to us. The sacraments of the n^w covenant 
are not sacred signs only, which represent grace, nor 
seals which confirm it, but the instruments of the 
Holy Ghost, which serve to apply it to us, and which 
confer it upon us, by virtue of the words that are pro- 
nounced, and the external action that is performed, 
upon condition that we put no impediment, by our 
not being rightly disposed. 

" God shows us clearly there must necessarily 
intervene, before we can be justified, a special opera- 
tion of the Holy Ghost, and a peculiar application of 
the merits of Jesus Christ by the sacraments. So 
that the doctrine cannot be rejected, without injuring 
the merits of Jesus Christ, and the operation of His 
divine power in our regeneration. We acknowledge 
seven signs or ceremonies, established by Jesus Christ, 
as the outward means for the sanctification and per- 
fection of the new man; their divine institution 
appears in the Holy Scriptures, either by the express 
words of Jesus Christ, or by the grace which according 

c 
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to the same Scripture is annexed to them^ and neces- 
sarily shows a divine institution." 

1. Baptism. 2. The Eucharist. 3. Cfotifirmation. 
4. Penance^ or Sacramental Confession. 5. Extreme 
Unction. 6. Marriage. 7. Orders. 

^' (rod annexes so great grace to exterior signs^ that 
He shows us clearly, besides what we can do interiorly 
of ourselves, there must intervene a special operation 
of the Holy Ghost, which is exhibited to us by the 
sacraments." 

BAPTISM AND CONFIRMATION. 

" Seeing little children cannot supply the want of 
baptism by acts of faith, hope, and charity, nor by the 
vow to receive the sacrament, we believe if they do 
not receive it they do not in any manner partake of 
the grace of redemption, and therefore, dying in 
Adam, they have not any part in Jesus Christ 

'* It is the law of Christ, which the eternal truth 
has established, that seeing all men are conceived and 
bom in sin, none can enter into the kingdom of heaven 
except he be regenerated and bom anew of water and 
of the Spirit." 

These are the words of Bossuet to prove the neces- 
sity of the sacrament of baptism, and the virtue it 
confers, when administered by persons authorized by 
the church. The elementary sign is water. The 
ceremony is sprinkling or crossing the child with 
water by the priest, accompanied with certain de- 
clarations and prayers. The real question is, whether 
this is an institution of Christ, and whether the grace 
said to accompany the rite follows the performance of 
it, and the awful penalty the neglect of it? All the 
evangelists relate the account of John the Baptist 
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baptizing the Jews with water^ and that he said, 
" Kepent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. I 
indeed baptize you with water unto repentance, but 
He that cometh after me is mightier than I ; He shall 
baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire.*' 
** Then cometh Jesus (being a Jew) unto John, to be 
baptized of him ; but John forbade Him, saying, I 
have need to be baptized of thee, and comest thou 
to me? And Jesus answering said unto him. Suffer 
it to be so now, for thus it becometh us to fulfil all 
righteousness; then he suffered Him." When the 
Pharisees asked John, ** Why baptizest thou, if thou be 
not that Christ, nor Elias, nor that prophet ? John 
answered them, I baptize with water, but there 
standeth one amongst you, whom ye know not : He it 
is, who coming after me is preferred before me, 
whose shoe's latchet I am not worthy to unloose." " The 
next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith. 
Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin 
of the world. This is He of whom I said, After me 
cometh a man that is preferred before me, for He was 
before me. And I knew Him not ; but that He should be 
made manifest to Israel, therefore am I come baptizing 
with water." " And I knew Him not; but He that sent 
me to baptize with water, the same said unto me, Upon 
whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending, and remaining 
on Him, the same is He that baptizeth with the Holy 
Ghost. And I saw, and bare record that this is the Son 
of God." The whole of what is recorded in the Gos- 
pels about the office and baptism of John the Baptist, 
should be read and dispassionately considered ; it will 
then be seen that the baptism of John formed no part 
of the Mosaic law, but was especially the baptism of 
repentance, preached by the forerunner of Christ, 

c2 
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to prepare the way — it was not the way. The way 
was Christ's baptism of the Spirit. It was not the 
law, for the Pharisees and lawyers rejected it; but it 
was analogous to the law, inasmuch as, like circum- 
cision, it was outward in the flesh ; it could not be 
more intended for a permanent law than circumcision ; 
its peculiar character as the baptism of repentance^ 
preparatory to the new law of Christ, accounts for its 
having been used occasionally to new converts by the 
disciples, the converts from the Jews. Had it been 
designed for a permanent institution in the Christian 
church, Paul, the apostle of the Gentiles, would never 
have said that he was not sent to baptize with water, 
and thank God that he had baptized so few ; Rome, 
founding her church on Peter, may have adopted 
Jewish symbols from a Jewish apostle, who was so 
blinded by his original faith that he was long in 
learning the spirituality of the Gospel ; a vision from 
God was needed by Peter before he would receive 
into the Christian fold the Roman centurion Cornelius, 
and he would not so much as eat with the Gentile 
converts, that he might not oflTend the Jewish con- 
verts, who were remarkable for their zeal for the law, 
even after their conversion. All converts were drawn 
from Jews, or idolators equally strangers to spiritual 
religion ; and the wonder is, that so little was done to 
gratify their outward views and ceremonial habits by 
apostles, themselves Jews, who had been witnesses of 
the strict keeping of the law by our Lord. Had the 
teaching of the Holy Ghost pointed to water baptism, 
we should have had the institution established in 
words that would admit of no doubt ; but that was 
not done, until the falling away from the spirituality 
of the Gospel, and the establishment of the Romish 
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power. Even had baptism been distinctly instituted 
by the apostles, we should still hav6 been in doubt, 
without the paramount authority of Christ himself. 
Let us, therefore, consider our Lord's sayings and 
doings with reference to baptism, for those only consti- 
tute divine authority ; the practice of weak, erring, 
natural men must never be allowed to obscure the 
true light which shone in Christ 

He went about Galilee, preaching in their syna- 
gogues, and preaching the Gospel of the kingdom, but 
not one word is recorded to have been said about 
baptism of water. Great as John the Baptist was, the 
least in the kingdom of heaven was greater than he. 
Jesus himself baptized not with water; neither is 
there one word in the Gospels to favour the idea, that 
an exterior rite was to be used by Christians. The 
kingdom of heaven which our Lord came to introduce, 
tiot for the Jews only, but for all mankind, had no 
outward symbols, which have nothing to do, being 
earthly, with heavenly principles ; if we admit them, 
we separate ourselves from the kingdom of heaven, 
resist Christ's will, and place ourselves under a lower 
and earthly system, only designed for men in a 
natural and lower state, as the law of Moses was to 
the Jews. What would our faith be in Christ if we 
found Him using the words of the bishop — "No 
child has any part in me, nor can partake of the grace 
of redemption, unless a priest baptizes him with water, 
for by that means my merits are applied?" The 
words of our Lord, when little children were brought 
to Him, were, without any sign, ceremony, or sprink- 
ling with water, " Suffer little children to come unto 
me, and forbid them not, for of such are the kingdom 
of heaven." *^ Except ye be converted and become a9 
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little children, ye shall not enter the kingdom of 
heaven ;" " for I say unto you, that their angels do 
always behold the face of my Father who is in heaven ;" 
" He took them up in His arms, put His hands 
upon thsm, and blessed them." He does not ask 
whether they are baptized. These are the little 
children which Rome says are dead in Adam, and 
which she pretends to save from this death by deputy — 
the godfather and godmother (when the child is bap- 
tized with water by a priest) promising for them to 
renounce the devil and all his works, &c. How can 
any one suppose that Christ, the wisdom of God, 
could institute such mummery as this ? As to original 
sin, it is a human fiction. Everything that is created 
by God is good; therefore, infants must be born perfect 
and sinless. There can be no original sin in them, any 
more than in their first parents before they wilfully 
disobeyed God's commandments, which was a sin of 
the spirit, not of the flesh. Even if there were sin, no 
priest could eradicate it by any means, much less by 
sprinkling a little water in an unconscious infant's 
face. No doubt, as infants grow into understanding 
and express a will, human passions show them- 
selves, until the lust of the flesh and wilful obedience 
to the spirit of evil makes man a fallen creature. 
But even then, good as well as evil is set before him, 
and the words of the Lord are now, as they were in 
the day of Cain and Abel : — " If thou doest well, 
shalt thou not be accepted ? and if thou doest not well, 
sin lieth at the door." And the devil says now, as of 
old, '^ Ye shall not die for disobedience to God's com- 
mands, but your eyes will be opened, and ye shall be 
as gods, knowing good and evil" No priest and no 
ceremony can alter the state of man ; he falls, and 
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most be restored by coming to God in repentance and 
amendment of life. All the adults that claimed Christ's 
mercy, baptized adults as we may fairly consider them, 
were rejected for no other reason than that they 
worked iniqaity. As to the baptism of adults, two 
of the evangelists record the saying of our Lord, *' 60 
ye, therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost;" 
or, ^* Go ye into all the world, and preach the Gh)spel 
to every creature. He that believeth and is baptized 
shall be saved ; and he that believeth not shall be 
damned. And these signs shall follow them that be- 
lieve: In my name they shall cast out devils, they 
shall speak with new tongues, they shall take up 
serpents. If they drink any deadly thing it shall not 
hurt them ; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they 
shall recover." Here we have especial and extra- 
ordinary power given to the apostles, and extended 
to others at the day of Pentecost, aflter our Lord's 
ascension ; but surely no one will claim this to be a 
permanait effect on all Christians for ever. We know 
that these signs do not follow water baptism adminis- 
tered by a priest, but are spiritually experienced by 
those who are regenerated by the baptism of the Holy 
Ghost, and such need no sign, or no priest to announce 
it; neither does it come to any at a definite time or 
place, but is the gradual work of the Spirit in the soul 
<tf man. That our Lord's sayings were especial and 
spiritual, is clearly seen by His command just before 
His ascension, '* Not to depart from Jerusalem, but to 
wait for the promise of the Father, which ye have 
' heard of me. For John truly baptized with water, 
but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost, not 
many days hence." We can come to no other con- 
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elusion than that water baptism, by an order of priests, 
regeneration being claimed to accompany the sacra- 
ment, has no foundation in the Gospels; that the 
water baptism of John in his day was not regenera- 
tive, but especially ordered, to prepare the way for 
the introduction of the spiritual law of Christ, and for 
repentance, as fitting men to receive the new law in 
humility ; that if afterwards used occasionally in the 
primitive church, it was allowed in condescension to 
the state of Jewish converts, as in many other respects 
old laws and customs were permitted for the same 
reason. We may now close the inquiry by showing 
that our Lord was not the founder of forms or types, 
but called all men to the substance, in the spirit, and 
not in the letter, to regeneration, and the renewals of 
the Holy Ghost In His memorable discourse with 
Nicodemus he says, " Except a man be born again^ 
he cannot see the kingdom of God." " Except a man 
be born (not baptized) of water and of the Spirit, he 
cannot enter the kingdom of God. That which is 
bom of the flesh is fiesh, and that which is bom of 
the Spirit is spirit." " The Son of Man must be lifted 
up, that whosoever belie veth in Him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life ; for God so loved the 
world that He gave His only begotten Son, that who- 
soever believeth in Him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life." " Every one that doeth evil hateth 
the light, lest his deeds should be reproved ; but he 
that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds 
may be made manifest, that they are wrought in 
God." Nicodemus replied, "How can these things 
be ?" Jesus answered, " Art thou a master in Israel^ 
and knowest not these things ?" And when a ques^ 
tion arose between some of John's disciples and the 
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Jews about parifying, John said, ^'He that coroeth 
from above is above all ; he that is of the earth, is 
earthly, and speaketh of the earth." " I am not the 
Christ, but am sent before Him ;" ^^ He must increase, 
but I must decrease;" " He whom God hath sent, 
speaketh the words of God ;" ** he that believeth on 
the Son hath everlasting life." 

We may now consider the validity of the sacrament 
of confirmation, applied to those of riper years, and 
the conditional hope of salvation to unbaptized adults, 
who have been undesignedly cut off from the sacra- 
ment of baptism. 

It no doubt appeared absurd, even to the church of 
Rome, to suppose that any ceremony done to an 
unconscious infant by others, or that the promises of 
others for them, could be of the least avail in the 
sight of a God of truth; and although this is not 
admitted, and the necessity of infant baptism and the 
regeneration it is used to confer, is maintained, yet we 
cannot otherwise account for the institution of the 
sacrament of confirmation, in which a bishop, a 
superior in the religious orders of Rome, having adults 
brought before him, who had been before baptized in 
infancy, confirms them. The adult then promises to 
renounce the devil and all his works, the vain pomp 
and vanity of the world, and all t^e covetous desires 
of the same, and the carnal desires of the flesh, so that 
he will not follow or be led by them, although the 
bishop and the person confirmed well know they are 
promises that cannot be kept; notwithstanding, the 
bishop gives thanks that the person confirmed is by 
this act grafted into the body of Christ*s church, and 
thereby regenerated. This is even worse than infant 
baptism, which is nothing but a form, not having a 
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shadow of virtue in it ; but in confirmation, a person 
come to years of understanding repeats words put into 
his mouth by a priest, which in the nature of man 
cannot be true ; and when he has repeated the words, 
and made the promises, the bishop tells him that he is 
regenerate, which he is not What awful presumption 
and delusion I how contrary to reason and revelation I 
Some feeling of this kind probably gave rise to another 
doubt in the infallible church, viz. : — that it would be 
absurd to deny that acts of faith, hope, and charity 
stood for nothing in the sight of a holy, loving, and 
just God. So in the w^ords of St Bernard the church 
of Rome says: — "If a man desirous of baptism be 
suddenly cut off by death, in whom there wanted 
neither sound faith, nor devout hope, nor sincere 
charity — God be merciful to me, and pardon me if I 
err — but verily of such an one's salvation, in whom 
there is no other defect but his faultless lack of 
baptism, despair I cannot, nor induce my mind to 
think his faith void, his hope confounded, and his 
charity fallen to nothing, only because he hath not 
that, which not contempt but impossibility with- 
holdeth." After this, common sense might have taught 
them that faith, hope, and charity come not by 
baptism ; and that all God's children, possessing the 
substance, need not the shadow. But the rule of the 
church of Rome remains, that without baptism and 
confirmation, faith, hope, and charity are unavailing, 
and they cast out those who disown the rite. We 
have shown that baptism with water by a priest is no 
Gospel ordinance, confirmation not being once men- 
tioned in the Gospels. 

The church of England comes so near to Rome in 
its formulary and conclusions on this question, that <^ 
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the arguments we have used in the foregoing review 
are applicable to both. There is a schism in the church 
on regeneration in baptism, some denying any efficacy 
or virtue in the sacrament ; but these^ although more 
correct in principle^ are liable to the charge of main- 
taining a rite which possesses no virtue, for they show 
no signs of desiring to do away with it. The Dis- 
senters vary in their practice; some contending for 
baptism by immersion only to adults desirous of it, not 
regarding it as conferring grace, but only as an exterior 
sign of full membership. If baptism is the purification 
of the body, soul, and spirit, arising from the grace of 
Ood acting on the soul, would it not be better exclu- 
sively to trust to this, and not blind the conscience by 
a delusive form, making it a stumbling-stone, like the 
Law, after the Gospel revelation. The Society of 
Friends reject the form altogether; the arguments 
they use against water baptism agree almost entirely 
with those advanced in this review. 

As a cleaving to signs of heavenly things when the 
reality is attainable, is derogatory to the simplicity and 
spirituality of the new law of Christ, a universal 
church must not practise them. The renunciation of 
the world, the flesh, and the devil, is not to be accom- 
plished by the doings or sayings of any priest The 
sinner must repent, abstain from evil, and go to God 
in spirit and in truth; and if he persevere, he will 
become regenerated by the Holy Ghost, the baptism 
of fire, and the door will be opened into the kingdom 
of heaven on earth, and man will realize our Lord's 
declaration to that effect, and His saying to the 
Pharisees : — ** The kingdom of heaven cometh not with 
observation, for the kingdom of heaven is within 
you;" and godly parents will gradually fix in the 
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minds of their children the true nature of Christ's 
baptism. 

It may be added that regeneration, properly speak- 
ing, does not represent a completely altered state, — a 
new and heavenly, instead of an earthly nature ; it is 
only a birth — a beginning of an end ; the end being the 
attainment of the perfect man, the fulness of the 
measure of the stature of Christ. Regeneration begins 
in the soul when it, perceiving sin, feels a desire to be 
redeemed from its power, and abandons its practice ; 
it is then a progressive work, by means of the Holy 
Spirit and man's will co-operating with it, and has to 
be kept up throughout the whole life, because the 
temptations to sin are often renewed, and seldom 
entirely overcome; and therefore forgiveness and 
mercy are ever necessary, as they are abundantly 
exercised by a loving God and Saviour, 



CHAPTEE IV. 

THE EUCHARIST AND THE MASS. 

THE WORDS OF BISHOP BOSSUET. 

"The real presence of the body and blood of our 
Saviour is solidly established by the words of the 
institution, * Take, eat ; this is my body. Drink ye all 
of it ; this is my blood.' This we understand literally, 
80 that the eating of the body and blood of the Son of 
God is as real at the holy table, as the grace, the 
expiation of sins, and the participation of the sacrifice 
of Jesus Christ, is actual and real in the new covenant 
** Our Lord has authority which overrules the senses, 
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and a power which has dominion over universal 
nature. He has no more difficulty to render His body 
present in the Eucharist by saying, * This is my body/ 
than by saying, * thou art healed of thy infirmity' to 
the poor woman who touched Him ; and although our 
Lord says, ' Do this in remembrance of me,' this does not 
exclude the real presence^ for He commanded to 
remember His death, in eating His flesh and blood*" 

The Council of Trent declared : " If any man shall 
say that the substance of the bread and wine remains 
in the most holy sacrament of the Eucharist, together 
with the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
shall deny that wonderful and singular conversion of 
the whole substance of the bread into the body, and 
the whole substance of the wine into the blood, the 
species of bread and wine only, remaining, which con- 
version the Catholic church doth roost aptly call Tran- 
substantiation, * let him be Anathema.' The sacri- 
fice of the mass is, in fact, the ofi^ering of Christ by 
the priest at the altar ; for the bread and wine being, 
by the consecration of the priest, changed into the real 
presence of Christ, the mass becomes a real and true 
propitiatory sacrifice, so that the Son of God is placed 
upon the holy table, in virtue of the consecration done 
by true and proper priests ; and we believe that Jesus 
Christ being present upon the holy table, under the 
figure of death, intercedes for us, and represents con- 
tinually to the Father that death which He sufi^red 
for His church. We unite ourselves to Christ in the 
mass; we present Him to our God as our only 
victim and our sole propitiation, confessing we have 
nothing to offer up to God but Jesus Christ, and the 
infinite merits of His death." 

Having now given the creed of the church of Rome 
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respecting the sacrament of the last supper, on so 
important a question as whether our Lord instituted 
this sacrament, and gave power to priests, by consecra- 
tion of bread and wine, to change them into the real 
body and blood of Christ (for the bishop's text involves 
nothing less), and appointed them to administer the 
changed elements — a real and propitiatory sacrifice of 
Christ to God : it may be well to consider, in the first 
place, what is requisite to establish a divine institution. 
In the twelfth chaptei* of Exodus we shall find in what 
manner God instituted the passover of the Jews ; we 
shall find it done in plain, explicit terms — unequivocal, 
not by inference ; new, and to be kept for ever by the 
Jews, until abrogated by the same divine authority ; 
the non-observance of it punished by the severest 
penalties. This passover, although a feast for the 
Jews only, commemorative of their salvation from the 
destroying angel, was thus plainly established; it is 
therefore reasonable to suppose, if our Lord had 
thought proper to decree a similar institution for 
Christians, to endure as long as His church, he w^ould 
have left explicit rules for its observance, whereas 
Luke is the only evangelist who says anything that 
can be taken to refer to its observance thereafter, and 
that by the words " This do in remembrance of me." 
Matthew and Mark only relate the circumstances 
attending the eating of the last passover with their Lord, 
and John does not allude to it at all. The only 
remarkable fact recorded by John being the washing 
the disciples' feet by our Lord, and the distinct com- 
mand given to His disciples to do the same to one 
another. Why is this construed spiritually, and mystical 
expressions literally ? 

The other sayings of our Lord recorded in the 
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Gospel of John, in those five chapters which may be 
considered to be a relation of what passed at that last 
supper, do distinctly relate, not to any type, but to 
that spiritual support which His disciples and all true 
believers for ever derive from divine communion — 
from the Comforter, the Spirit of God, and confirm the 
memorable declaration of our Lord in His temptation, 
"Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every 
word of God ;*' and to the promise, " If a man love me 
(the Father and the Son), he will keep my words, and 
my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, 
and make our abode with him ;" and to the intimate 
and inseparable union of Christ with believers, in BUs 
declaration, " I am the true vine, ye are the branches ; 
he that abideth in me, the same bringeth forth much 
fruit." All these divine sayings relate to a true union 
and communion in spirit, indispensable for a growth in 
grace, and to make men sons of God spiritually. The 
Jewish passover, like the law of Moses, harmonized 
with the general ritual, and was ordained for an out- 
ward, unspiritual people, and the hard hearts of the 
Jews ; but Christ came to establish a new covenant, to 
write His law in the mind and heart, and He required 
spiritual sacrifices in self-denial, and communion with 
God in spirit, from every individual. He by finish- 
ing put an end to l9ie outward typical ceremonial law, 
and with it the passover, or commemorative feast 
of the salvation of the Jews, when the destroying 
angel slew the first-born of Egypt ; making salvation to 
be by faith in a divine Saviour, who is ever present to 
help faithful man in overcoming the great spiritual 
destroying angel, the devil, whenever and wheresoever 
he Cometh to destroy, as he is ever seeking to do. 
There is no resort now to any tabernacle or temple built 
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by man, nor to any priest, nor to any outwalxi institution 
or visible altar ; but in humility and faith to our Lord 
and God in spirit. Let us free our minds from the 
prejudices of education and habit, and from the bonds 
of church-membership, and the teaching of man, and 
search for the truth in the revealed will of Jesus 
Christ, our lawgiver. Christians must, sooner or later, 
confine themselves to this law, and entirely discard the 
mass of tradition under which it is buried ; abolish all 
creeds of human concoction, all rule of priests over 
the conscience, and then they will find religion a very 
simple, although a very hard work, even the casting 
out the devil, and the putting on Christ. 

The evangelists Matthew and Mark state that just 
before the feast of the passover, the disciples inquired 
of Jesus where He would eat the passover. Luke 
only says, that Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, 
** Go and prepare us the passover, that we may eat." 
The narratives of these three evangelists relate to the 
passover of the Jews only ; the paschal lamb was 
then eaten, being a type of Christ the Lamb of God 
that taketh away the sin of the world ; type, also, of 
the life and substance of the divinity. One of the 
evangelists records the words of Jesus, " With desire 
I have desired to eat this passover with you before I 
suffer; for I say unto you I will not any more eat thereof, 
until it be fulfilled in the kingdom of God." " I will not 
drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God 
shall come." Is this instituting a new form ? John, 
the beloved disciple, gives no account of the paschal 
supper, although he relates the sayings of our Lord 
on that occasion — John, who, more than the other 
evangelists, knew and recorded the spiritual discourses 
of Christ. Luke is the only one who says, that after 
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onr Lord brake the bread; and gave them to eat^ He 
said, " This do in remembrance of me." The obvious 
meaning of which is^ that as often as they kept the 
passover they were to remember that it was typical 
of Him. The destruction of Jerusalem did not take 
place until fifty years after the last supper; and 
although the Christian law began to be promulgated 
immediately aftpr our Lord's ascension, it had not 
spread much before the dispersion of the Jews. The 
first converts were mostly Jews, zealous for the law ; 
there was no sudden change, no new creed or abro- 
gation of the law instantly adopted ; Christianity was 
to work its way in self-denial, by its truth and by 
persuasion, and by miracles to attest its divine origin. 
The passover feast was not suddenly discarded, but 
by giving it its spiritual meaning, it was made the 
harbinger of the spiritual law. As they had eaten the 
passover hitherto as commemorative and typical, so 
now it might be continued for a time to outward 
minds, more directly in reference to Christ; but 
we find, instead of the great sacrament of the church 
of Rome, no direction for keeping it, and only one 
reference to it, in an account of a disorderly practice 
in one of the churches of which Paul complained. 
It is our duty to look to Christ alone, and His 
word, not to any church, however primitive in date. 
If our Lord instituted anything at the last supper, it 
must have been the washing of feet, for which there 
is some ground ; but John, who gives the relation of 
it, makes no allusion whatever to the Eucharist. 
What think ye of that ? Are the six words, recorded 
by one evangelist only, " Do this in remembrance of 
me," sufficient to stamp with Christ's authority the 
Eucharist of the church of Rome, to change the 
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bread and wine into the actual flesh and blood of 
Jesus Christy to offer it on an altar as a sacrifice for 
sin, giving the bread to the laity, the wine to the priest 
only, and to endow the priests with the gift of the 
Holy Ghost ? We could not believe any such powers 
could be claimed, did we not find how Rome insists 
upon it. We can only look upon it as a proof of that 
delusion, which, step by step, made this divine mystery 
an engine of priestly power, to keep the people in the 
dark, and substitute for that which is essentially an 
individual and private operation in the soul, a depen- 
dence on priests and a form. In the account of the 
last supper of our Lord with His disciples, we can 
discover no institution of a new sacrament, or outward 
and visible sign of inward and spiritual grace. But 
is there no communion ? Having a Father in heaven/ 
is He only approachable through the medium of signs, 
and the instrumentality of priests ? Our Lord taught 
us to pray to our Father in heaven for daily bread ; 
and the daily bread required by an immortal and 
spiritual being is not the material bread of the earth, 
which can only nourish the material body, but that 
living bread, the spiritual substance of the divinity. 
Listen to the words of Christ, recorded by John in 
the sixth chapter of his Gospel ; there we shall learn 
\n hat divine communion is, and how believers may 
partake of it : — " I am the bread of life ; he that 
Cometh to me shall never hunger ; he that believeth 
on liie shall never thirst." " It is written in the pro- 
phets. And they shall be all taught of God." ** Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, he that believeth on me hath 
everlasting life ; I am that bread of life;" " The bread 
that I will give is my flesh, which I will give for the life 
of the world." " Verily, verily, I say unto you, except 
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ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink His 
blood, ye have no life in you ;" " He that eateth my 
flesh, and drinketh my blood, dweUeth in me, and I 
in him." These are the divine words, mystical out- 
wardly, which all who hold to the outward, literal 
meaning, may require an outward and visible sign, 
analogous to the Eucharist ; or, like many of those 
who heard these words in the synagogue as He taught 
at Capernaum, say, " This is a hard saying ; who can 
hear it?" and go back, and walk no more with Him. 
Our Lord did not satisfy such, by telling them that 
He was about to institute a sacrament in which they 
could eat bread and wine as types of His immortal 
substance ; and that although the priests, the Levites, 
were about to cease. He would give Peter power to 
appoint a new order of priests, under a temporal head, 
even Peter and his successors, and that these new 
priests should far exceed the old, inasmuch as they 
would be endued with the Holy Ghost, and have power 
to change the elemental bread and wine into Christ's 
veritable flesh and blood. That our Lord did no 
such act is recorded, for although they went away. 
He explained to His true and faithful disciples, that 
His words related to spirit and life. " It is the spirit 
that quickeneth ; the flesh profiteth nothing." It is 
needless to seek for more texts ; all the sayings of 
our Lord point to spiritual realities. Could a divine 
and therefore spiritual being, discard His essential 
attribute? — He never did, but ever taught of the things 
of the kingdom of heaven. Are we to lower ourselves 
to the standard of the unbelieving Jews, and denying 
the power of spiritual intercourse with our Father in 
heaven, cling to a symbol and to priests ? If we do 
so, our rebuke will be, " If I tell you of earthly 

d2 
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things, and ye believe not, how can ye believe if I 
tell you of heavenly things?" We will therefore 
close this inquiry with recalling a few of the divine 
and gracious words of Christ : — '* He that belie veth 
in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live." 
** Whoso liveth and belie veth in me shall never die.'* 
" I am the door ; by me, if any man enter in, he 
shall be saved." " Ask of me, and I will give thee 
living loater, and it shall be a well of water springing 
up into everlasting life." " I am come a light into 
the world, that whosoever believeth in me should not 
walk in darkness, but have the light of life." " I am 
the good Shepherdt and know my sheep, and am 
known of mine." " Labour not for the meat that 
perisheth, but for that meat which tSe Son of man 
shall give you." " I am the vine; ye are the 
branches." Might we not as consistently trust to an 
outward door, outward water^ outward light, an out- 
ward shepherd, outward meat, and an outward vine, 
as to the outward bread and wine of the Eucharist? 
** Behold the days come (said the Lord of old through 
the mouth of His prophet) that I will make a new 
covenant with the house of Judah ; I will put my 
laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts. 
I will be to them a God, and they shall be to me a 
people." 

Communion with God consisteth not at all in the 
eating of bread, and drinking of wine, as representa- 
tions of flesh and blood, which our Lord tells us are 
nothing, but in imbibing His divine qualities — wisdom, 
goodness, and tr\ith ; in incorporating the divine virtue 
into our souls, becoming grafted into Him, and par- 
taking of His divine nature. This communion can- 
not be g:ven by priests ; God communicates himself 
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to all good and faithful souls^ and, as Jesus did in the 
days of His flesh, in love and pity helps sinners with 
monitions of His Spirit. There is no time nor place 
in which it may not please Him to impart His 
heavenly virtue ; and if we obey His moral law, and 
draw near to Him in spirit. He will come unto us, 
and make His abode with us, and we shall grow in 
grace, and in the saving knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ, a true communion, not another 
outward stumbling-stone. 

THE MASS 

Is a ceremony of great pomp and importance in the 
church of Rome, being performed by priests attired 
in splendid vestments, with many prostrations and 
prayers, and the Host is elevated and adored. The 
people look on, and are now furnished with prayer- 
books, in which what the priest says in Latin is 
translated, so that those who can read may accompany 
him in the service, and make responses to certain 
parts spoken by the priest. It is a very long cere- 
mony ; some of the most solemn passages of Scripture 
are introduced, the merits and intercession of the 
Virgin and saints are invoked, and nothing is wanting 
that can impress the imagination, or excite the feel- 
ings. There is no authority for this in Scripture ; it 
is a Roman Catholic, not a Christian sacrifice ; our 
Lord offered himself once for all, and ascended into 
heaven ; but in the mass the priests pretend to offer 
our Lord continually on the altar. We can only 
account for this awful profanation of holy things by 
supposing it was adopted as a help to people who 
could not read, or had no Bible to preserve a know- 
ledge of the truth in the dark ages that succeeded the 
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destruction of the Roman empire, when the church 
of Rome claimed infallibility, and a divine order of 
priests. It has been carried down to this day, and 
symbol, ceremony, and form substituted for the great, 
unobtrusive, but essential worship in spirit and in 
truth, in humility, and in faith and hope, that he who 
entereth into his closet and shuts the door, and prays 
to his Father in secret, will be heard of God, and 
rewarded openly. 

Strictly speaking, the foregoing inquiry into the 
institution of the Eucharist is confined to the church 
of Rome, but it really treats of a spiritual communion, 
and therefore upholds the highest standard of faith 
and practice in this respect ; it will be easy for the 
reader to apply the argument in all the modified 
cases presented in the Protestant churches. None 
take the high ground of the church of Rome. The 
church of England administers both bread and wine 
to the laity, and rejects transubstantiation ; takes 
some pains to prevent notorious sinners from partak- 
ing of it, without acknowledged repentance — something 
very like confession to a priest ; and in so doing 
assumes that the consecrated elements are holv, and 
not to be eaten by sinners, whereas the church only 
says, " Take and eat this in remembrance that Christ 
died for thee, and feed on Him in thy heart, in faith 
and thanksgiving; and drink this in remembrance 
that Christ's blood was shed for thee, and be thankful ;" 
which sinners who have most need to come to Christ 
might unite in. Notwithstanding the limitations here 
mentioned, the faith and practice of a large section of 
the clergy in this age is a nearer approximation to 
the views of the church of Rome in the Eucharist, 
and it is therefore the more necessary to draw the 
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attention to the great principle of divine communion^ 
and to the important question whether abuse is not 
inseparable from the rite as administered ; and whether 
it is at all necessary^ now that everybody is taught to 
read, and possesses the Holy Scriptures, and therefore 
know the call of our Lord to come to be taught of 
Him through the Holy Spirit, and thus commune 
with Him. We must always act from conviction, 
and not take up other men's views ; for the truth is 
the pearl of great price we are bound to sacrifice 
everything to obtain. A periodical remembrance of 
Christ's promises will not do. Divine communion is 
the vital food of the soul, which no man can give to 
another ; the daily spiritual bread, which he who 
cometh to God in spirit will be supplied with. All 
who are regenerated, and work the works of God, 
will live on this food ; and not only these, but sinners 
coming in humility and repentance will not be denied. 
Our merciful God and Saviour is no hard Master ; 
any mode that brings man nearer to himself He 
blesses ; but as the good husbandman prunes even 
fruit-bearing branches, that they may bear more fruit, 
so man must aim at perfection, and not sit down con- 
tent with subordinate and human help, which is so 
prone to degenerate, but pray always that the kingdom 
of heaven may come on earth ; and like John, the 
beloved disciple, lean on the breast of the Saviour, 
and thus really sup with Him, by drinking at. the 
fountain of truth and goodness, and live on His loving- 
kindness. This highest and holiest communion will 
fit man for communing with his fellow-men, by giving 
him a wise, holy, and loving spirit, which will not be 
a narrow spirit, but work in all that freedom and 
simplicity, so beautifully portrayed in our Lord*s 
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life in the flesh. The dissenters^ more strictly than 
the church, give unconsecrated bread and wine, only 
in memorial of Christ's last supper. The Society of 
Friends entirely discard any outward representation, 
adopting the arguments against it used in this review ; 
and in tliis res])ect uphold views that must ultimately 
prevail, as being those only consistent with reason 
and revelation. It will be seen that the conclusion 
we come to on these sacraments of baptism and com- 
munion is, that they are one in nature, needed by 
man throughout the whole of his life on earth, because 
man, imperfect in youth, is rising and falling all his 
days; the world, the flesh, and the devil, in some 
shape or other, beset him, so that in resisting them, 
and in repentance, he ever needs the washing of 
regeneration, and the renewings of the Holy Ghost — 
the one simple and ever-present help provided by a 
gracious God to bring him to heaven. 



CHAPTEE Y. 



PENANCE AND SACRAMENTAL 

CONFESSION. 

Bishop Bossuet's words are, " We believe Jesus 
Christ has been pleased, that those who have sub- 
mitted to the authority of the church in baptism, and 
who have since violated the laws of the Gospel, should 
come and submit themselves to the judgment of the 
church in the tribunal of penance, where she exercises 
the power which is given her, of remitting and retain- 
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ing sins. This penitent court of judicature is a 
necessary curb to liberty, a plentiful source of wise 
admonition, a sensible consolation of souls afflicted for 
their sins." 

There are a few texts in the Gospels taken literally, 
and without reference to the general design, which 
may be made a basis upon which to build a great 
superstructure of error, and in this way monstrous 
perversions may be imposed on mankind as having 
divine authority. It is theref6re essential to truth, 
to take a wide survey. We must not read Scripture 
by detached parts, selected to support our peculiar 
views ; and it is especially necessary that we should 
not make texts of doubtful meaning, or startling 
import, a foundation for an important article of faith 
or practice. With this caution, let us consider the 
texts which have been upheld as authority for the 
sacrament of penance and auricular confession, and 
to bind or loose, in the church of Rome. 

" Moreover, if thy brother trespass against thee, go 
and tell him his fault between him and thee alone ; if 
he hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother ; but if he 
will not hear thee, then take thou with thee two or 
three more, that in the mouth of two or three wit- 
nesses, every word may be established. And if he 
shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church ; 
bat if he neglect to heai* the church, let him be unto 
thee as a heathen man and a publican." " Verily I 
say unto you, whatsoever ye shall bind on earth, 
shall be bound in heaven. Again I say unto you, 
that if two of you shall agree on earth as touching 
anything they shall ask, it shall be done for then) of 
my Father which is in heaven." " Then Jesus said 
unto them, Peace be with you ; as my Father has 
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sent me, even so send I von. And when He had said 
this. He breathed on them, and said unto them. Receive 
ye the Holy Ghost ; whose soever sins ye remit, they 
are remitted unto them; and whose soever sins ye 
retain, they are retained." 

These are the texts which are more particularly 
considered to give authority to the church of Rome 
for penance, auricular confession, and forgiveness of 
sins; but we cannot see in them any authority for 
hierarchical government For although we grant that 
the apostles were especially gifted with the Holy 
Ghost and supernatural power, we cannot draw from 
these texts that any continuous or perpetual power 
was given to those who came after them, or that the 
Levitical priesthood being ended, a Christian priest- 
hood of a corporate character was to be substituted, 
because that is contrary to the whole scope of the 
Gospel. The first texts point out a Christian method 
of settling diflFerences between individuals under then 
existing circumstances. The first Christians not 
possessing the civil power, which was held by the 
Jews or others under the Romans, and being a small, 
despised body, when differences arose, a preference 
would be given to have them settled by co-believers, 
for the impartial administration of justice could not 
be looked for in Jewish or Roman courts ; they were 
diflFerences, too, which were to be judged by a higher 
code of morality than any other existing ; and in just, 
holy, Christian men, gifted by the Holy Ghost, they 
would naturally seek for judges. In the power of 
binding and loosing on earth, in the retaining and 
remission of sins, none but divine power could be 
available ; and that was only given exceptionally and 
peculiarly to certain holy men of the first Christians, 
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by an especial act of the Holy Ghost To suppose that 
such extraordinary power was given to any church to 
be administered by a body of priests, has no warrant in 
Scripture, and is contrary to the facts of history, which 
shows it was assumed by a dominant church, and led 
to spiritual pride, tyrannical rule, and persecution. 
It put man in the place of God, called man to whisper 
his secret sins into the ear of a priest. We agree with 
Wickliffe : " Auricular confession is nothing. It is 
sufficient that every man confess to God in his own 
chamber." But, in disclaiming auricular confession, 
the Protestant must remember that confession to God, 
in spiritual penitence and prayer, is necessary. All 
men sin at times, and are in danger of loving sin ; 
and the Papist who sins and confesses, ever recognizes 
the sinfulness of sin, and is habitually brought to this 
knowledge in confession ; for though abused, there can 
be no doubt that confessors often honestly warn sin- 
ners, and are instrumental in bringing them to repent- 
ance. The writer has no prejudice against Catholics ; 
there are, and ever have been, great examples of 
godliness in that church, and no person can doubt 
the sincerity of the worshippers who has attended 
their worship, as the writer has very often. It is the 
heart that God sees ; the forms are habitual nothings, 
but in an unenlightened mind are helpful ; it does not 
follow that we are to abide in the darkness of bad habit 
— we are called into the light of the Gospel of Christ. 
In modern days, overt acts of immorality are 
punished by law, and a court of justice decides upon 
all civil cases brought before it, and justice is impar- 
tially administered. In religious cases, Protestants 
retain some relics of excommunication, by turning 
out of membership those who differ from the church. 
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analogous to looking upon a Nonconformist brother 
as a heathen man and a publican. It is remarkable 
that the Society of Friends practise this excommuni- 
cation more decidedly than any other religious body, 
and in this respect approximate to the church of 
Rome, or even go beyond Rome, excommunication 
being chiefly exercised towards recusant princes, rather 
than the people. It is a claim to infallibility, for 
which there is no authority in Christian days. In the 
first age of Christianity it had relation to Paganism ; 
when idolatry, superstition, and immorality abounded, 
separation was then a Christian duty. 



CHAPTEE VL 

EXTREME UNCTION AND MARRIAGE. 

EXTREME UNCTION. 

Bishop Bossuet. says, " The Holy Ghost having, 
according to the testimony of St. James, annexed an 
express promise of remission of sins, and comfort of 
the sick, to extreme unction ; nothing is wanting to 
make this sacred ceremony a true sacrament" 

The quotation referred to is James v. 14, 15 — " Is 
any sick among you? let him call for the elders of 
the church, and let them pray over him, anointing 
him with oil in the name of the Lord ; and the prayer 
of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise 
him up ; and if he have committed sins, they shall be 
forgiven him." 

There is something very peculiar in this text, which 
could only apply to the day in which it was written. 
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and not to all time. Here are maladies of the soul, 
as well as of the body, cured, and miraculous powers 
given to the elders of the church. The power of 
working miracles can only be considered especial and 
exceptional, derived immediately from God, as we 
find it described to be in the Old and New Testament, 
and not conferred for perpetuity on any church or 
priesthood ; neither is absolution or forgiveness of sins 
a prerogative of any church. Therefore we must 
conclude that extreme unction, the viaticum of the 
church of Rome, which she administers only to the 
dying, as a passport to eternity, and which is eagerly 
sought after by her members, is no institution of 
Christ, and is only another instance of uiiwarranted 
assumption of spiritual power, by which priestly 
dominion has been obtained, and exercised to the ex« 
elusion of the laity. 

The visitation of the sick is a duty that holy men 
and women have to perform, and was probably the 
real subject of encouragement of the apostle; so that 
extreme unction had a good origin. But no sooner 
does ambition, wealth and power attach to any church, 
but corruption follows ; and it ought to teach us, that 
spiritual power should never be conferred on any 
corporation, nor the gifts of charity and faith be pecu- 
liarly entrusted to a priesthood to administer; in a 
true church, tfee laity will be found to exercise 
all Christian oiBces. 

MARRIAGE 

Is considered a sacrament in the church of Rome. 
In the New Testament we have authority for marriage; 
it is a divine institution, essential for the well-being of 
society, and right marriages are always the subject of 
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divine blessing. Its effects on society in the preser- 
vation of morality, provision for the maintenance of 
man in helpless infancy, his education, training, and 
all social relations, it is impossible to overrate. It is 
necessary that the ceremony should be conducted 
according to law, before witnesses, the congregation 
of believers, or persons appointed by the Government ; 
but to require priests to officiate is unnecessary, and 
there is no religion in the ceremony. But this has 
been done, just as everything else, from man's birth 
to his death, to give power to the churchy and extend 
its dominion. 

Having now considered the claims of the church of 
Rome, as respects its foundation as the one only 
Apostolic and Catholic church, holy orders and epis- 
copacy, and its sacraments, and shown in what respects 
Protestant churches accord or differ, it is necessary to 
turn our attention to more important questions. 

The foundation and matter of the Christian faith, the 
great doctrines of the Gospel, and lastly, the method 
best adapted to promulgate them, and make public 
profession of them, so as to promote unity of faith and 
practice, and an increase of Christian charity ; as a 
general conclusion, we can only consider the church 
of Rome a human institution, and its authority an 
usurpation. It affords a striking instance of the cor- 
ruption that always follows the trysting to human 
reason in divine things. At the beginning, the Chris- 
tian church instituted by the apostles, or rather 
governed by them, as far as they could exercise 
authority, was a pure church, but not a divine insti- 
tution ; for we discover, at the first, mistaken views of 
our Lord's sayings, particularly in the expectation of 
His second personal coming, and of the end of the 
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world. So far from the spiritual law, the new law of 
Christ, coming into dominion in that day, it has not 
even in our day, eighteen centuries after its first pro- 
mulgation ; and heresies, as foretold by the apostles, 
speedily crept in, and by degrees the purity of faith, 
doctrine, and practice became tarnished by all sorts 
of wild notions. The Romish church, the great church 
of the west, became corrupted, got to itself wealth 
and power, compelled obedience to its decrees, became 
bigoted and superstitious, kept the revealed word of 
God from the people, pretending to have authority to 
open or shut heaven, and that Peter literally held the 
keys, and conveyed to his successors the same powers. 
History reveals the dreadful consequences of this 
corruption, and its failure as an universal church ; 
when not opposed it withheld the light, and the ages 
were dark, and when Wickliffe, Luther, and other 
reformers, attempted a reformation, then its anger 
burst forth in inhuman persecutions ; in some cases, 
as in Spain, succeeding in extinguishing the reforma- 
tion, and although not succeeding in others, still main- 
taining its existence, as a corrupt root, from which 
opposition to the simplicity of the truth as it is in 
Jesus cojitinually sprang. 



CHAPTEE YIL 

ON A WRITTEN CREED. 

After much reflection, the writer has come to the 
conclusion that it is necessary for Christian union and 
unity that a primary creed should be defined. If this 
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be not done, the clashing of opinions on the nature of 
the Deity which exists, and which is so prejudicial 
to unity and to public worship, will continue. There 
cannot be much difficulty in settling this creed if we 
confine ourselves to the divine revelation, 'making it 
consistent with itself, for there God Himself speaks. 
It is exclusively from the Old Testament that we get 
the knowledge that there is only one God, the Creator 
of all things, all-wise, powerful, and good, whose 
moral perfections, commandments, and ordinances 
are therein contained and made the law for the Jewish 
pecfple; and it is almost exclusively in the New 
Testament that the spiritual world is revealed to us, 
and the immortality of the soul declared. Only in 
Jesus Christ, the God-man, do we see the uniqn 
of the divine and human nature, a perfect pattern 
given us, and the way of redemption from a low and 
fallen state to a sonship with God pointed out ; and 
although these are matters of faith rather than of 
sight, yet they are greatly strengthened by the reve- 
lation of God in His works, which prove a Creator of 
infinite power, wisdom, and goodness. 

THE CREED. 

1. That there is one living and true God, who is a 
spirit. The Creator of all things. The Almighty, 
all wise, all good. The governor and preserver of 
the universe. The giver of life, of the moral law and 
intellectual power, and of all the powers inherent in 
matter. The source of wisdom and goodness. 

2. That Jesus Christ was that one God, manifested 
in the fiesh in Judea, in the days of Pontius Pilate. 

3. That the Holy Ghost is that one God, ever 
manifested in the Spirit. 
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Proofs. — 1. "1 am God, and there is none else. 
Besides me there is no God. Who is God, save the 
Lord? Thou art God alone. I am God, and not 
man, the Holy One. There is none good bat one, 
that is God. There is one God, and there is none 
other but He. The word is God. The only true 
God. To us there is but one God. God is light." 
This God, the one true and living God, is spoken of 
in His unity in upwards of six. hundred places in 
the Old and New Testament. It therefore requires 
no argument to prove that the whole written reve- 
lation recognizes one God only. 

Proofs. — 2. " And they shall call His name Em- 
manuel, which being interpreted is, God with us. The 
Word was with God, and the Word was God. The 
Word was made flesh, and dwelt amongst us. God was 
manifest in the flesh. He was the true light which 
lighteth every man that cometh into the world. God is 
light. Thomas answered and said. My Lord and my 
God. He maketh himself equal with 'God. There is 
born a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord. Lord, teach 
us to pray. Ye call me Master and Lord, and say well, 
for so I am. Lord, thou art God. Jesus Christ, He is 
Lord of all. The second man is the Lord from heaven. 
For the Lord God giveth thee light Thou shalt not 
tempt the Lord thy God. The Lord is risen, indeed. 
We command you, in the name of the Lord Jesus. 
I am the beginning and ending, saith the Lord. 
The Lord Jesus has sent me. You serve the Lord 
Christ Believe that the Father is in me, and I in 
Him. He that hath seen me hath seen the Father. 
He that seeth me, seeth Him that sent me. I am not 
alone, but the Father is with me. I and my Father 
are one. I am in my Father. O Father, glorify me. 

£ 
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with thy own self, with the glory which I had with 
thee before the world was. In Him dwelleth the 
fulness of the Godhead bodily. He that believeth on 
me, believeth not on me, but on Him that sent me. 
Before Abraham was, I am." 

The texts we have quoted distinctly ascribe to Jesus 
Christ the divine names of God, Lord, and Heavenly 
Father. It is therefore impossible to deny the divinity 
of Jesus Christ ; if we do this, we must reject the 
Gospels. The union of the divine with the human 
nature is a great mystery, but so is our own intel- 
lectual and spiritual nature in its union with our 
human nature. The spiritual existence is a great 
mystery ; there is no more inconsistency in believing 
in God as a spirit, than in Christ as a spirit. The 
human nature as a tabernacle is only a short-lived, 
perishable thing. Take away the material support, 
and it dies, and resolves into its elements, which are 
part of the material earth, not at all exclusively be- 
longing to man, but also to the lower animals; in 
fact, we feed on the lower animals, and thus support 
the body, which is constantly wasting away and re- 
newed. Jesus Christ was, therefore, man in the flesh, 
and God in the Spirit, and having passed away from 
the earth as respects the flesh, must now be regarded 
solely as God in the Spirit. This appears to be the 
simple truth, as revealed to us, of the whole revelation, 
not of parts ; and when believed in, eflects a simplicity 
of faith in the unity of God, and clears away a great 
mass of notions which oppress the soul, and darken 
the tiiiderstanding of many of those who deny His 
divinity, and of those who uphold a trinity of persons 
in the Godhead. If we believe that Jesus Christ was 
God veiled in the flesh, we must believe that He is 
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now the one eternal God in glory ; and can we be 
justified in ascribing to Him a secondary and mediatory 
office ? Have we authority to take literally one text 
which speaks of Jesus standing at the right hand of 
God, or apply the text in Isaiah, " and made inter- 
cession for the transgressors," as referring to interces- 
sion by Christ to God in heaven, for which there is 
only the authority of one or. two texts in the Acts or 
Epistles, but none from our Lord himself. These 
must be treated as exceptional texts, which, taken 
literally,' would destroy the unity of God, and upon 
which we are not authorized to found a faith in the 
perpetual existence of a Son of God, a distinct being 
from God, constantly making intercession for man ; 
making God a severe judge, to be propitiated by in- 
tercession, and Christ neither man nor God, yet more 
merciful than God the Father. This is not the sim- 
plicity or substance of the divine revelation. It is 
no business of man to dispute the orderings of divine 
wisdom ; he knows nothing about the spiritual world 
but what is revealed in the record. He only finds the 
truth ; and if God distinctly reveals to us His own 
unity, and that God was in Christ, as a spirit in a 
tabernacle of flesh, when the tabernacle is destroyed 
the spirit is set free and enters into glory, and Christ 
the Lord and God are one. After this essential one- 
ness is acknowledged, we are not justified in holding 
any view that involves separate persons in the God- 
head. That His immediate followers said what favoured 
this divided personality in some cases there is no 
doubt ; but we need not feel surprise at this. They 
had lived with the man Christ Jesus, He was per- 
sonally engraven on their minds, He had walked the 
earth as a heavenly pattern with them, and it wjis 

E 2 
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peculiarly their duty to preach Christ Jesus, by 
directly referring to Him, by promulgating His divine 
law, and by calling men to walk in His steps — a law 
and pattern that will have no end. We are equally 
with the apostles called to preach Christ Jesus, and 
the heavenly kingdom He inaugurated on earth ; but 
in doing so we must never forget that now He is the 
one God in glory, and . therefore avoid the use of 
terms which convey the meaning that in heaven now 
and for ever there exists Jesus Christ, distinct from 
the Father, ever interceding for man. Nor must we 
pray to God for the sake of Christ, or for the merits 
of Christ, or as His Son ; but as Christ taught us — 
to God our Father in heaven. The mediator of the 
new covenant was the man Jesus Christ ; but there 
is no man Jesus Christ now. The apostolic age was 
not fully brought into the spirituality of the Gospel, 
for they believed in a second outward coming, and in 
an end of the world at hand, which did not come to 
pass; and having to do with Jews and Heathen, 
whose notions were human and outward, to have 
taught the simple spirituality of the Gospel to them 
would have been to throw pearls before swine. Their 
sayings are therefore adapted to their hearers, objec- 
tive and literal, like our Lord's parables, the spirituality 
of which could be only comprehended by the spiritual 
key, which unlocks the mysteries of the kingdom of 
heaven. We freely admit that we must not treat 
these mysteries dogmatically, being beyond our fiill 
comprehension; but the view we have attempted to 
take of our Lord Jesus Christ appears to be the only 
one authorised by the context of Scripture, or which 
really honours Him, by representing Him as the 
heavenly man, and essentially divine, and which 
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therefore gives divine authority to His law ; and by 
admitting His creative power, removes all doubts 
respecting miracles, and enables man to believe in 
those wonderful works, and unhesitatingly to ascribe 
divine honours to Christ in God. 

With this reservation we must ever preach and 
teach Jesus Christ, freely ascribing all power and 
glory to Him ; for to Christians, God is exhibited in 
the face of Jesus Christ. In putting away the term 
Trinity, we must not ignore Christ or the Spirit, but 
we must avoid terms that distinctly point to more 
than one person, which is done; indeed, the terms 
often used would favour views quite disparaging to 
God, and, as we believe, disparaging to Christ. If 
our creed be unity, a latitude of terms may be allowed, 
for undoubtedly there is a mystery that cannot be 
solved, though so often attempted. 

On this vital question, God the eternal, invisible, the 
Almighty, all wise and all good, is only made appre- 
ciable and comprehensible through Jesus Christ, the 
Emmanuel ; for He only realises the invisible God 
by His personality, and does away with all shadowy, 
imaginary, superhuman views. Jesus 'Christ came 
not on earth in the glory of God, with legions of 
angels, but humble, as a man ; in simplicity He pro- 
mulgated truth, and introduced a heavenly law, 
acceptable to reason by its inherent truth, advocated it 
by persuasion and practice, confirmed it by miracles, 
and ratified it with His blood. Love to man was His 
motive ; the end designed being to bring down heaven 
to earth, and make man happy by adopting it and 
practising it Such a being never before appeared 
on earth; no prophet ever represented a heavenly 
man in all things ; though sometimes inspired, they 
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were erring, and an example was wanting, holy, just, 
and good — a spiritual David. If we degrade Jesus 
Christ to a level with the prophets, we only make 
Him one of ourselves, and never shall perfect our 
humanity in love, in wisdom, in virtue, and in truth- 
The character of Jesus Christ is not suiBciently studied, 
and it may be well to dwell upon it a little, although 
it can never be fully comprehended until we love 
Him wholly,' when we should see the infinite per- 
fections that shone forth in Him in His humanity ; 
for prejudice darkens the soul and the understanding, 
and selfishness makes us attribute what little truth 
and virtue we have to ourselves. If proud man were 
only divested of the principles which he derives from 
the revelation of God through men, and especially 
through Christ, he would appear in the form of de- 
gradation exhibited by the Heathen. It is a mean 
thing to clothe in borrowed garments of beauty, pre- 
tending they are our own. First, if we consider His 
law, we find it a law of righteousness, holiness, love, 
and liberty, enjoining no use of types of heavenly 
things, no ceremonies, sacrifices, or sacraments, nor 
priests to minister. As soon as man makes this law 
his rule, he becomes a priest unto himself, and daily 
offers the spiritual sacrifices of self-denial, and prays 
for daily bread, confessing his sins to God only, and 
becoming sensible of the gifts of grace, is constrained 
to offer thanksgiving and praise. The life of Jesus 
Christ exhibited the practice of this law. Wisdom, 
holiness, truth, and love. No man ever spake as 
this man ; He came not like Moses and the prophets, 
teaching what they were taught; but speaking His 
own words — the words of God; and beca^use He 
asserted that He was the Son of. God, and thereby 
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made himself equal with God, the Jews charged Him 
with blasphemy, and at last crucified Him ; He who 
fed the hungry, healed the sick, cast out devils, and 
raised the dead ; who comforted the desponding with 
the loving words — ^^ Be of good cheer ; why are ye 
so fearful ? be not afraid" — a Saviour, indeed ! Know- 
ing what man was, in body, soul, and spirit, his 
temptations and his frailty, in plain words and many 
parables He taught the way to, and the things of, the 
kingdom of heaven ; but introduced no ascetic prac- 
tices, or puritanical views. He came not to call the 
pretended righteous, but sinners, to repentance ; and 
consorted more with publicans and sinners than with 
scribes and Pharisees ; wherefore the latter called Him 
a gluttonous man, and a wine-bibber — a friend of 
publicans and sinners. Perhaps in nothing was His 
divinity more clearly shown than in the submission 
of evil spirits to Him ; they knew who He was — ^the 
Holy One of God. In His own temptation the devil 
tempted Him as a God, not as a man. Thus we have 
in Jesus Christ a perfect pattern, a glorified humanity. 
The Gospel history is open, simple, without guile, record- 
ing divine truth on one hand, and not withholding what 
was said against it'; presenting a variety, and some 
discrepancy in details, but agreeing in substance— the 
very reverse of a cunningly devised fable ; a law of 
principles, instead of a formal ritual, in all things 
exhibiting the Saviour man requires, for all time and 
all ages, possessing a divine vitality. Must we not 
exclaim, " Whom have we in heaven but thee, or on 
earth to desire in comparison of thee ?'' Lost to sight, 
yet ever present in spirit as the Comforter, con- 
vincing the world of sin, of righteousness, and of 
judgment ; a spiritual teacher adapted to our spiritual 
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faculty — a faculty never in the power of any prophet 
or human lawgiver to impart, and only proceeding 
from God himself, the fountain of spiritual things. 
This gift of the Spirit, at once the evidence of man's 
spiritual nature, and capacity for the highest intel- 
lectual and moral state, and of the immortality of the 
soul, is God's gift, and this only can elevate man's 
humanity to the altitude of heaven. 

Admitting that a spiritual existence is incompre- 
hensible, inseparably connected as the mind is with 
matter in ourselves, faith is indispensable to our 
belief in an incorruptible body, or purely spiritual 
existence. Our notion of spirit is derived from our 
intellectual faculties, and the instinct of the lower 
animals, which are not properties of matter, but rather 
functions of life, and superadded to matter, instinct 
being a more perfect facidty than reason, but defined 
and limited, and varying with different genera. 
Although man has scarcely any instinctive sense, his 
faculty of consciousness, his moral sense, and his 
reason and intellect, elevate him immeasurably above 
the lower animals, carrying him beyond time and 
sense, giving him a divine capacity ; the great sen- 
sitiveness of his nature, and fragility of body, are 
sources of pleasure and pain. Fear, which scarcely 
exists in brutes, is man's constant companion, and his 
state altogether is such, that were his existence con- 
fined to the brief period of human life, he would be 
worse off than the brutes ; but the very weakness of 
his frame assures him that his destination is an eternal 
one, because he is certain the benevolent Creator 
would never have given him this aspiring mind in 
connexion with so fragile a body, had He intended 
him for a mortal life only. The reason of mankind 
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in the heathen sages pointed to this conclusion ; yet 
something more was required to confirm it, and that 
has been given in the Bible ; but was especially con- 
firmed by the mission of Jesus Christ and His re- 
surrection. This is the source of that faith which 
is man's greatest happiness, which sustains him under 
mental and bodily afflictions, which gives him courage 
to meet death, which leads into virtue in the path of 
self-denial, which making him one with God, makes 
him a participator in a divine life, so that he cannot 
die. 

Finally, with relation to Jesus Christ, we contend that 
divinity — that is, the Spirit without measure — could 
alone have brought out such love, such wisdom, and 
such power, as we find in him. His natural parentage, 
his education, and his nation, steeped in ignorance, 
superstition, and vice, make it impossible that the 
son of a carpenter would rise to the elevation of Jesus 
Christ, neither could we contend that He was merely 
a prophet. Had He been so, the Jews would have 
received Him ; but He came distinctly declaring that 
He was the Son of God, not merely a son of God, as 
all men are ; and He proved His assertion by divine 
love, divine wisdom, and divine morality. Reason 
alone would lead to the conclusion that here is some- 
thing more than man, and that He must be the Son 
of God, the promised Messiah. 

Proofs. — 3. " The Lord will put His Spirit upon 
them. The Lord God and His Spirit hath sent me. 
The Lord is that Spirit. The Spirit of God dwelleth 
in you. Grieve not the holy Spirit of God. I will 
pour out my Spirit upon you. When the Spirit 
of Truth is come. He will guide you into all 
truth." 
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It can scarcely be said that any text of Scripture 
distinctly supports the view of the personality of the 
Holy Spirit. Throughout the Scriptures, we find it 
made use of to describe the mode or medium of com- 
munication with man's spirit; divine and holy, as 
proceeding from God; which works in man's mind 
as a still small voice ; intercedes with man's spirit in 
penitence and prayer ; and is man's divine strength 
and eternal existence ; but incapable of definite de- 
scription, every where existing but not seen, analogous 
to some of the invisible and imponderable powers 
which blend with matter in the material world; 
present more to the soul as a vital principle than 
recognizable by the senses ; a proper subject of faith, 
but the main spring of works, as being the divine 
leaven, giving wisdom, strength, and holiness. 

The terras of the creed would appear sufficient to de- 
tine the mystery of the divinity. They are believed to be 
scriptural, and free from the objections to the trinity of 
persons in the Godhead, which destroys the simplicity 
of faith, and promotes infidelity, from its assuming 
what is not consistent with reason or revelation. 
Whilst it fully recognizes the unity of God, maintains 
the divinity of Christ, and acknowledges the Holy 
Spirit as the medium of communication between God 
and man, it asserts the infinite power, wisdom, and 
goodness of God, and His spiritual nature ; that man 
is His offspring, the only being created in His image, 
possessing immortality and eternity of existence, im- 
bued with intellectual power and a moral sense, and 
placed in probation on the earth, having good and 
evil offered, and a will to choose, and power to acquire 
the good nature of his divine parent, and thereby 
immortality of goodness and wisdom. 
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We now propose to review the doctrines and prac- 
tices of the chief sects of Christians, in order to 
ascertain whether any alteration is requisite to fit 
them for a universal church. Although not proposed 
iBLS articles for subscription by members of such a 
church, they nevertheless are believed to be unavoid- 
able deductions from the revelation of Christ as ex- 
hibited in the Gospels^ harmonizing with their spirit 



CHAPTEE YIII. 

ON THE UNIVERSALITY OF DIVINE 

GRACE. 

We cannot believe in the divine perfections, and sup- 
pose that any preference or partiality exists in God, 
our Father who is in heaven, who maketh His sun to 
rise on the evil and the good, and sendeth rain on the 
just and the unjust; or that any human being is 
without the help of the Holy Spirit, the Teacher and 
the Comforter. Some may consider the prevalence of 
Heathenism, Mahometanism, and Buddism as proofs 
that mankind are not equally the subjects of divine 
grace ; they are rather evidences of the naturally cor- 
rupt bent of the human mind, acted on by powerful 
stimuli, under man's free agency. The little progress 
divine truth, as revealed in Jesus Christ, has made, 
may more truly be attributed to the little practical 
f9,ith of Christians, to whom this revelation was given 
in trust for all mankind. Tlieir neglect has frustrated 
the gracious design of God. That great Christian 
community, the church of Rome^ withheld the Gospel 
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from the laity, and has ever been superstitious, 
bigoted, and intolerant One Protestant church holds 
the doctrines of Election and Reprobation as divine 
decrees ; another preaches faith, and denies the efB-^ 
cacy of works ; and war, slavery, immorality, religioutf 
and political dissensions, and infidelity largely pre- 
vaiL Christian churches have existed for eighteen 
centuries, and behold the fruits of evil that still exist 
in Christian communities. Can we come to any other 
conclusion than that a great reformation is wanting in 
Christians, before the heathen are converted ? " God 
is love, and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, 
and God in him. And this commandment we have 
from Him, that he who loveth God, loveth his 
brother also. A new commandment I give unto 
you, that ye love one another. By this shall all men 
know that you are my disciples, if ye have love one 
to another. He that hath my commandments and 
keepeth them, he it is that loveth me, and I will love 
him, and manifest myself to him." This grace of God 
is unequivocally declared to be given to every man, 
but we must not indulge in extravagant views of its 
operation. It is to be found in its monitions in the 
conscience, ofbenest revealed when we sin ; in its re- 
bukes, its gentle but home-strokes ; but its proper and 
essential office, its graciousness, is only known to the 
faithful and the good, in whom it is a welling fountain 
springing up unto everlasting life. Neither are the 
heathen left without a witness. In the beginning, 
the declaration, ^' If thou doest good, shalt thou not 
be accepted ? if thou doest evil, sin lieth at the door,** 
enunciated a moral principle that has never been 
lost ; for the distinctions of good and evil, right and 
wrong, are universally understood and generally acted 
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on, and traces are to be found in the religious books 
of ancient nations, of moral precepts strictly in accord- 
ance with those of the Christian I'evelation. Where 
little is given, little is required ; man is only judged 
by the law that is given him; and we may say 
respecting the heathen, where there is no law there is 
no transgression. The spiritual intelligence must 
always bear relation to intellectual growth and civi- 
lization. The object of revelation through Jesus 
Christ was rather a fact than a principle brought into 
action ; even to this day, formality is greatly in pre- 
ponderance of spirituality, and Christians are not 
qualified to throw a stone at the heathen. 



CHAPTEE IX. 

JUSTIFICATION AND SANCTIFICATION. 

Justification is the being made just, and sanctifica- 
tion the being made holy : the being acted on is man ; 
the justifier and sanctifier, God. The work is carried 
on by the Holy Spirit, the in-dwelling Spirit, the Com- 
forter, obedience to whose monitions inwardly, acting 
conjointly with the outward revealed law of God, and 
the will of man, effects justification and sanctification. 
This is putting on Christ, and realizing godliness. 
Christ's example teaches us how to walk in divine 
footsteps. If we walk not with Him, it will be of no 
avail to cry out, ** Lord, Lord, open unto us," for there 
is no union of light with darkness. We cannot claim 
acquaintance with one whose virtues we discard ; we 
are of our father the devil, if the lusts of our father 
we will do. 
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If this be true, it is a serious truth. Perhaps there 
is no greater delusion than to teach the efficacy of 
imputative righteousness. We must see and abhor 
sin ; repent, and in faith and humility come to God ; 
He will then forgive, and save us from sin and from 
death — spiritual and moral death — the wages of sini 
The witness for God in the soul is calling to our last 
hour, " Come, work in the vineyard." And our Lord 
declared '* that there is more joy in heaven over 
one sinner that repenteth, than over ninety-and-nine 
just persons who need no repentance." He told the 
repentant thief on the cross that that day he should 
be with Him in Paradise. He went to meet the re- 
turning prodigal in the parable, clothed him in the 
best robe, killed the fatted calf for him, declaring it 
was meet to make merry and be glad, for he who was 
dead was alive again. This, which we find to be the 
justification and sanctification of the Gospel, will 
in no degree lead us to disparage the personal sacri- 
fice of Christ for our sins. God does nothing in vain, 
and although we may not fully understand why the 
just should sufiPer for the unjust, yet this has ever been 
the case ; with God and man, martyrdom has ever 
been the great test of personal virtue. Christ and 
man both conquered in death, and living man must 
ever maintain an analogous, conflict with the powers 
of evil before he can obtain the victory, and enter the 
kingdom of heaven. Believing in Christ, which is 
faith in Christ, is a saving faith ; not a mere literal 
faith in Christ^s outward sacrifice, but a living faith 
which bringeth to Christ the light, that our deeds 
may be made manifest that they are wrought in God, 
Christ came in vain for those who hate the light, and 
will not come to the light that their deeds may be 
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reproved. There is an immense amount of mysti- 
fication in all the churches on this subject, without 
the least reason for it; for the path to justification and 
sanctification is laid down with indubitable clearness 
in the Scriptures. Faith and works are the essential 
means; the man Christ Jesus practised both; He 
never covered sin by a specious faith, or show of 
righteousness. It is best that mankind should use no 
such cloak, but see and estimate themselves as they 
really are. They would then feel deeply the want of 
holiness, and be more likely to use the simple remedy 
marked out in the Gospel — faith in Christ as God, 
and obedience to His commandments. We believe 
the views adopted in the consideration of the two pre- 
ceding questions are the original opinions of the 
Society of Friends, so that that church would have 
little to amend on these points, although few openly 
avow them, being afraid to confess the truth, or are gone 
out of it, or are in lukewarm position on these impor- 
tant questions, which deprives them of the freedom of 
spirit which accompanies distinct views of the truth. 

A true church will take a high standing, and never 
inculcate low principles. The too common view, that 
sinners we are and must continue to be until our 
dying day — dependent on God's mercy to forgive and 
admit these sinners into His kingdom — does not find 
any sanction in Christ's teaching, who ever taught 
that any man loving God and keeping His command-, 
ments, becomes the friend and companion of God, and 
a son of God, and can walk with God, and com- 
mune with Him through His Spirit It is no fair 
consequence of this doctrine, that man can attain a 
constant sinless state; far from this, he will often fall, 
but if his aflfections are strong, he will rise again, by 
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a warfare that makes the soul strong — that purifies it, 
and fits it for divine communion. God's mercy is in 
all such a constantly recurring experience ; and when 
we have cast off the slough, the peace and joy of God 
will return ; we shall be clothed anew in white linen, 
which is (typically) the righteousness of saints. It is 
to those who have continued with Him in His tempta- 
tions that He appoints a kingdom. We know how 
much this will be spoken against ; but, notwithstand- 
ing, we assert that the great heresy is that which 
.covers sin with a cloak, and denies human perfection, 
not divine perfection ; absurd as it is to believe that 
man can come up to the standard of the divinity. 
But there is a perfection attainable relatively to man's 
power, and every child should be taught to walk in 
the steps that lead to an approximation to it, and 
must never be fed with the belief that he can be 
saved from sin without voluntarily quitting it, nor 
without repentance — nor saved from spiritual death 
or some degree of it in this world, or in the world to 
come — but by becoming holy, wise, and good. If we 
contended for man's absolute power to work out his 
own salvation, we should do wrong, for man is only 
an agent for good in the divine hand — the light of 
Christ, the Comforter, giving him a sight of sin, and 
power to overcome it. He who believes this, truly 
honours Christ; not he who cries out, " Lord, Lord !" 
and dees not the Lord's will. It is curious to see 
how justification by faith in Jesus Christ has been 
abused: we shall find in the Gospels, that Christ's 
was a law of works — a practical faith, working by 
love, realizing faith in God and the moral la;w — and 
was not a mere assent to the historical fact of Jesus 
Christ having come and suffered for us. 
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CHAPTER X. 

ON THE BIBLE AND IMMEDIATE REVE- 

LATION. 

God has revealed himself, to man in various ways 
from the beginning — through the medium of angels, 
in dreams, and in the soul of man through the Spirit, 
and by Jesus Christ. The Bible is the record of 
these revelations. The Old Testament, that most 
remarkable record, containing the law to Moses, the 
revelation of the word of the Lord to the Jews 
and to neighbouring nations through the prophets, 
until the Babylonish captivity; after that, until the 
coming of Christ, the written law was the principal 
means of preserving the will of God. When God 
the Word took flesh and dwelt amongst men, in the 
person of Jesus Christ, then first the spiritual law was 
fully made known — the kingdom of heaven brought 
down to earth — the immortality of the soul definitely 
announced, and the revelation of divine communion 
with man's spirit, through the Holy Ghost the Com- 
forter, made personal and practical — and a beginning 
made of the rule of the new and spiritual law of 
Christ, not as a formal ritual,, but as manna to be 
daily gathered — the hidden manna of the soul, the 
essence of all outward laws and heavenly parables— 
the substance of the written word. All this is made 
known to us in the Gospels. The individual and 
immediate revelation in the soul has been claimed by 
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some to be of paramoant authority to the written 
word as direct from God, new and incorrupt; but 
this is a great mistake. For though the revelation is 
divine, the channel is human, and the soul is subject 
to the influences of its own and other spirits worse 
than human ; and, although we may admit that cor- 
ruptions have crept into the text of the Bible, yet if 
studied, not as a revelation verbatim et literatimy or 
by separate portions, but as a whole, there can he no 
doubt but it is the only authoritative revelation of 
God and of His will. God does reveal himself still 
in degree to every man, as the light which enlighteneth 
every man that comes into the world ; but now that 
the prophetic office has ceased, and God speaks by 
His Son in the Gospel, the light of God in the con- 
science and the understanding must be ever kept in 
due bounds by testing its ministrations by the written 
word — by trying the spirits, as we are recommended 
by an apostle. In this word of the Gospel, it should 
be remembered, we have a greater revelation than any 
given to the prophets, for it is the revelation of God 
in Christ (the Emmanuel), not of God in man merely ; 
it is handed down to us by those who heara the words 
spoken, and confirmed by the whole revelation of the 
Spirit Holy men, who walk by this rule, and 
are regenerated, no doubt experience in the secret of 
their souls something analogous to immediate and 
objective revelation ; let them enjoy it, and under its 
influence, as their understandings are enlightened by 
this divine light, difl'use the light of divine truth, not 
pretending to an immediate revelation, but in humility 
communicating their perceptions to others, their good 
works being witness to the eflicacy of their faith in 
God and Christ, and in the written word of God in 
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the Gospels. Besides direct revelations of religion 
and morals, the Bible contains much history of the 
world, and personal relations respecting the Jews, 
and their chronology. It is a great mistake to claim 
for the Bible altogether the character of a divine 
revelation. It is the great storehouse of divine 
truth, from which we can draw out all that concerns 
man's present and eternal well-being — all that teaches 
us what the divine Being is — all that animates us 
with hope of an everlasting spiritual state of happiness 
for the good — all that warns us that in the spiritual 
world there will be a separation of the just from the 
unjust, and a final judgment. To claim for the Bible 
more than this vein of gold is really to lead to its 
disparagement, and has been the fruitful source of 
diversity of views, and disgraceful contests and perse- 
cutions, the making of sects, the destruction of unity, 
the quenching of divine charity, and of absolute 
infidelity and disbelief. We consider it essential to 
a church of unity to maintain correct views on this 
important subject. As we must not found doctrines 
on single texts, so we must not make of Fox, 
Sweden borg, or Mahomet, prophets or mission- 
aries from God; nor make the Bible the basis of 
chronological, genealogical, or geological truth. We 
have another Book of Revelation which treats of 
these things, which is authoritative. In the universe, 
but especially in our own globe of the Earth, the laws 
of God the Creator are written with the finger of God 
himself; they are perfect and indubitable — show 
constant change, death and life — and, read in a truth- 
loving spirit, become the most delightful pursuit of 
man — a natural theology, pointing to the greater spi- 
ritual theology ; by giving man to see in God's works, 
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God's power, wisdorny and goodness. Such wonders, 
such beauty, power, and love as these give glimpses 
of, that must men long to depart, and to be worthy 
of participation in spiritual power in a spiritual state, 
and to be freed from the shackles of mortality, which 
so limits our human action, and contracts our views 
of that universe which so exalts the wisdom, power 
and majesty of God. 

In this day, when every question, sacred or pro- 
fane, is subjected to the strictest scrutiny, we cannot 
withhold even the Bible from criticism. Our aim in 
everything must be to establish truth ; and it roust be 
admitted that claims have been made for the Bible 
which cannot be supported. Neither the Old or the 
New Testament, as a whole, can be deemed a divine 
revelation, seeing all they contain has passed through 
a human channel, and therefore must partake more 
or less of imperfections, and be tinged "with the colour 
of the age in which they were written ; neither do we 
possess a single original document — all are copies and 
translations. This is of little consequence, if we 
study the Bible to get at the spiritual truths which 
are clearly revealed in it. The Gospels, which most 
particularly concern Christians, stand out prominent, 
above the law and the prophets ; for in them we have 
recorded the life and sayings of Jesus Christ, inaugu- 
rating a kingdom of heaven on earth, by giving life 
to man's spiritual faculties. Although the truths of 
Jesus Christ carry conviction to us by virtue of their 
intrinsic excellence, yet it may be doubted whether 
they would have obtained permanency, if the divinity 
of their Author had not been proved by miracles ; for 
this new law was so entirely at variance with the 
natural inclination of man^ in constantly calling for 
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the exercise of self-denial, that had it been promul- 
gated by a man, even a prophet, unaccompanied with 
evidences of the divinity of its Author, brought in as 
it was only by persuasion, it would soon have been 
forgotten. Although miracles are exceptional instances 
of divine power, God's rule of action being by laws, 
had not preternatural signs proved the divinity of 
Jesus Christ, Christianity would not have existed, and 
we should only have added another prophetic book to 
the Old Testament ; and the dispersion of the Jews 
and the loss of their sacred book would have per- 
petuated lieathenism. It was therefore necessary that 
indubitable evidence should be afforded of the exist- 
ence of a spiritual Being and a spiritual law — that 
man should have faith in his own spiritual faculties, 
and his power of communion with God, the only 
means of elevating his moral and developing his 
intellectual powers : therefore, although it is allowable 
to scrutinize fearlessly, but honestly, the supernatural 
relations as well as the text of the Bible, yet alto- 
gether to deny the possibility of God's teaching by 
miracles appears unreasonable, and would certainly 
overthrow the authority of the written revelation, and 
leave man nothing but natural religion. A blind 
belief is quite another thing ; investigation into the 
authenticity of the books of the Bible, and the purity 
of their text, although showing how the human ele- 
ment has sometimes overlaid divine truth, must result 
in strengthening its authority, by bringing out more 
clearly the divine perfections — the rule of love rather 
than that of fear; a spiritual rather than a literal 
law. Jesus Christ kept the law, being a Jew ; but 
His new law is the law of grace, and that alone 
concerns Christians. Most existing churches are 
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medleys of the two laws, and therefore fail of elevating 
the pare standard of the Gospel^ in making Jesus 
Christ shine forth in all the glory of an all-beneficent, 
all-merciful God. When the letter of the Bible is 
read and interpreted in the Spirit, its warnings, 
its threatenings, and promises unlocked by a spiritual 
kev, the clouds which hide the sun will be removed 
— the foundation of faith made sure — the one design 
of God, the happiness of man here and hereafter, 
made clear ; and the means of acquiring that happi- 
ness will be proved to consist in man's loving God 
and his neighbour, which is accomplished by obe- 
dience to God's teaching in the soul, and to His 
written word. The increasing number who read the 
Bible in this spirit proves the dawning of a better 
day, and encourages the hope that ultimately a greater 
^nity of faith will prevail, and that spiritual and 
practical infidelity will greatly diminish. We believe 
this will be promoted by taking a right view of Holy 
Scripture. Revelation is the making known of God 
and His will, through the agency of man ; and man 
clothes this revelation in language comprehensible to 
his hearers. The terms anger and revenge, some- 
times introduced, are addressed to wicked men, who, 
insensible to reason, or the influence of love, can only 
be restrained by fear ; and every true Church will 
distinguish the dark and human — the Jewish, national, 
and individual history — from the divine ; and exhibit 
the holy and living God, in all His perfections; 
all-glorious, like the bright shining of the outward 
sun amid storms. This gracious Being is the real 
object of contemplation for Christians in reading the 
Bible, whose power, wisdom, and love never changeth 
— who calleth unto us, as to Abraham of old, " Walk 
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thou before me^ and be thou perfect^ and I will never 
leave thee nor forsake thee, and ye shall be my sons 
and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty." 



CHAPTER XL 

ON PUBLIC WORSHIP. 

The object of public worship is to afford Christians an 
opportunity of publicly testifying their faith and trust 
in the unseen but living and true God, our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ — by expressing adoration, 
thanksgiving, and praise. This can only be done 
truly by those whose hearts are purified, and whose 
affections are warmed by the love of God. Public 
worship is also for the purpose of prayer for help, the 
confession of sins, and petitions for pardon and grace ; 
thus suiting the wants of young and old, of good men 
and sinners. It is besides a fitting opportunity for 
instruction, by the reading of the Bible, by careful 
elucidation of difficult passages ; thus making known 
the will of God, the nature of man, his destination 
here and hereafter, and for promoting divine charity. 
All this will not prevent, but greatly strengthen in- 
dividuals in the exercise of private worship, and secret 
communion with God in the closet of the heart, which 
may be called the essential worship, as being personal 
to every man's state, and to the sin that so peculiarly 
besets him — ^leading to private confession of sins to 



72 ON PUBLIC WORSHIP. 

God, repentance and prayer for forgiveness and 
amendment of life, and to an increase of faith, hope, 
and obedience to the law of the Lord. This commu* 
nion with God is man's highest birthright, a connect- 
ing link between God and man, time and eternity, 
something spiritual and imperishable amidst mortality, 
high and holy ; it does not justify the practice of silent 
worship iu public, for the public worship of com- 
munities is necessarily oral, enabling all to join in 
prayer, adoration, or praise. There is no scriptural 
authority for silent public worship, nor for the as- 
sumption of the Society of Friends, that the congre- 
gation ought to wait and draw near to God in the 
expectation of especial prophetic manifestation of the 
Spirit, or a ministry of oracular character ; it must 
be considered an unauthorised and presumptuous 
attempt at hyper- spirituality, and is found totally to 
fail in practice. Few, in a congregation composed of 
persons of all ages and conditions, can be fitted for 
spiritual worship and communion; and the majority, 
under the form of practising it, would be really wan- 
dering in thought from God, and dwelling on subjects 
foreign from the object — their business, their pleasures, 
or even profane things. How could the founders of 
the Society have overlooked the necessity of at least 
reading the Gospels, and thus bringing tangibly to 
the congregation the very words of the Lord our 
God, in all their variety and fulness, but trust to 
the inspiration of George Fox, or other ministers, as 
a substitute for the revealed will of God, which is 
adapted for all states, and miraculously preserved as 
a help and imerring guide for all mankind for ever ? 
How could they imagine that a church so acting was 
adapted for humanity or for unity ? That the mode 
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of conducting public worship in other churches is too 
dependent upon priests or ministers, too formal and 
too long, is no reason for substituting a silent form. 
Extremes of all kinds should be avoided. Long extem- 
poraneous prayers are highly objectionable, and also 
extemporaneous preaching, which has led congrega- 
tions to depend on orators, obtained amongst the Dis- 
senters by giving high pecuniary rewards to men 
gifted with eloquence, lessening the importance of 
common sense and the gift of understanding, in 
which those who have the gift of speech are often 
deficient, and undervaluing the spiritual standard of 
ministers. 

The reading the Scriptures, prayer, thanksgiving, 
and praise, may be called the divine service in public 
worship. It would appear desirable that the teaching 
of Christianity should come after ; in which earnest 
holy men, and wise and learned laymen, concerned 
to promote religion, might be coadjutors of great 
advantage in extending the knowledge of God and 
His laws, by drawing all to love God and practise 
His commandments, and especially in teaching the 
young the creative and conservative power of God in 
the natural world, as well as in the spiritual ; and by 
these means exalt the great God and Saviour. We 
do not propose to enter at this time into details ; there 
would be no difficulty in carrying out a system of 
this kind without the aid of an order of priests ; and 
a congregation sensible of their duty to God and their 
own wants, might be expected to find such a mode of 
worship beneficial, and it would be adapted to the 
state of men of all ages, regenerate or unregenerate, 
which silent worship certainly is not. Agreement in 
the primary creed appears' to be essential to har« 
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monious united public worship, because it would make 
worship the offspring of one heart and mind, and 
prevent its being marred by the discordant opinions 
of indiFidoals, which now so often arise from the 
preacher setting forth his own view of the creed, 
instead of the true and scriptural one. One of the 
gravest errors of the day is the notion that the 
essential part of religion is the public worship of God 
on the Sunday ; whereas, religion is the regulation of 
the mind, and will, and affections, and the practice of 
self-denial and charity every day of the week, by the 
help of the Holy Spirit. The object of the Sunday 
is to draw men together to praise God, and pray 
to Him with one united voice ; and the effect designed 
is, to make men all their lives individual worshippers 
and workers in the temple of the heart daily and 
hourly, and workers in the outward vineyard in the 
use of those divine gifts, reason, wisdom, goodness, 
and charity; and the office of a true church is to 
direct man to the great spiritual source ever at hand, 
and encourage him in the practice of his high pro- 
fession. That Christians are split into sects, and 
make worship sectarian by infusing into it doctrines 
and practices foreign to it, is a grievous thing, for 
it is destructive of charity. Individual differences 
of opinion on debatable points is unavoidable, but 
all Christians should unite in the worship of God 
publicly. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

ON THE SABBATH DAY. 

The Sabbath day, ordained a holy day for the Jew8 
ia the Mosaic law« became at last a superstitious 
observance* Like all the ritual law, it was kept in the 
letter, and not in the spirit, and to break the Sabbath 
was considered a mortal sin. Our Lord, when* in the 
flesh, although a Jew, repeatedly broke the Jewish 
Sabbath; and although He presented in himself a 
perfect example of holiness and loving-kindness, they 
sought to kill Him for not keeping the Sabbath day 
holy. 

The repeated breach of the Sabbath by our divine 
Master is conclusive evidence that there is no peculiar 
holiness in the day, and that the strong injunctions 
to keep it were designed for an unspiritual people ; 
although really a type of a rest from man's working, 
and abstinence from sinning, and teaching a depend- 
ence upon God, which is the rest of the people of 
God, begetting a hungering and thirsting for the 
spiritual food which only nourisheth the soul. The 
heart, which ought to be the temple of the Lord, is 
always open ; all days are holy and sabbatical that 
are holily kept, and a true Christian's delight is to 
keep the Lord's Sabbath every day. It is much to 
be feared that there remains to this day a degree of 
that Pharisaical spirit which visits with reprobation 
any breach of an outward Sabbath day, whilst it 
passes over sin on every other day of the week. No 
doubt it is desirable to devote one day in the week 
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for the performance of public worship, and ad a day 
of rest from labour of man and animals ; but the 
dedication must be a reasonable one, and innocent 
recreations must not be forbidden, and, properly used, 
it would be partly spent in investigating the works of 
the Creator, and in enjoying His beautiful creation, 
so as to make it a day of rejoicing, a day of thanks- 
giving and praise ; thus fulfilling our Lord's definition 
of it, that it was made for man, not man for the 
Sabbath. We shall thus prove in this respect, as in 
everything else, that the yoke of Christ is easy, and 
His burthen light We shall be thus as far removed 
from the puritanical strictness as from the immoral 
slackness of our ancestors, and taking care to preserve 
the substance of all forms, enjoy the only real freedom 
—that of the Gospel. 



CHAPTER XIIL 

ON THE RESURRECTION, AND FUTURE 
REWARDS AND PUNISHMENTS. 

As God is a spirit in glory, so man is a spirit in the 
flesh. Both spirits are immortal. The body dies, but 
the spirit cannot die ; but on the death of the body 
enters the spiritual world. Like all other truths of > 
religion, we derive our belief in the resurrection from 
the divine revelation ; the proof of it is the resurrec- 
tion of our Lord. But this evidence requires our most 
impartial consideration, or we shall be drawn into the 
unwarrantable conclusion that as our Lord's material 
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body, and that of Lazarus, were raised from the dead, 
so our material bodies will rise again. But not only 
does not this follow, but it is contrary to God's laws 
and teaching. It was indispensable that the body of 
our Lord should rise from the dead ; in no other way 
could a resurrection from the dead be proved. God 
can give a spiritual body, and does give such an one 
as is fitted for everlasting duration. We cannot 
understand or define it, but we are certain that our 
present bodies are mortal and corruptible, and require 
constant material support. Very peculiar facts are' 
related of our Lord after His resurrection, as His 
charge to His mother not to touch Him, His appearing 
in the midst of His disciples when the door was shut. 
His vanishing away, and more than all, His ascension, 
which, according to the law of gravitation — which is 
God's law — was impossible. These facts require us 
to keep to our faith in the unchangeable laws of God, 
and explain such an apparent exception to a general 
law, by some especial, extraordinary, miraculous act of 
God. The Creator who made the worlds could at 
His pleasure cause the dissipation of His own tem- 
porary body, and cause it to appear to ascend, as also 
the body of Elijah. As He took Moses mto the 
mountain to die there, in order that the superstitious 
Jews might not embalm and worship his .body, so it 
was necessary to withdraw the body of Christ — much 
more necessary; for we see how the cross and the 
nails were afterwards treated as holy relics, prodijcing 
the grossest superstition. We must therefore hold to 
the truth, that we are spirits, and that flesh and blood 
cannot inherit the kingdom of heaven,.never forgetting 
our Lord's words, " A spirit hath not flesh and blood, 
a-^ ve see me have.** We must believe that the human 
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body, formed of earthly material substance, ever 
changing — one while forming part of our own bodies, 
then that of lower animals, and even of vegetables — ^is 
of the earth, earthy. We dig up the bones of our 
forefathers, and those of Egyptians preserved for 
thousands of years. It is therefore a gross and 
grovelling notion, at variance with the laws of God 
and with revelation, to suppose that the body rises. 
Can any one seriously believe it? Our Lord told the 
repentant thief that he should be that day with Him 
in paradise, although we know that our Lord's body 
was in the sepulchre, and the Udefs l)ody on Mount 
Calvary. The truth necessary to be believed for our 
happiness is, that imniediately after death our spiritual 
and eternal life commences. It, like everything else 
relating to man's future state, is a great mystery, but 
a lawful object of firm faith and hope. It is a mystery 
of God, but the resurrection of the body is a mystery 
of man. The notion, too, of one grand universal 
resurrection and day of judgment, is a subject on 
which we cannot build any definite opinion ; it is 
supported by one or two passages which are ntit 
within reach of human wisdom to' explain, which 
never must be made part of any creed of any church, 
but left for individuals to consider, and make such 
conscientious use of as they think fit, never requiring 
others to adopt their views about one of the subjects 
not clearly revealed to us, and relating to a spiritual 
world that we cannot attempt to define. 

Although, in the course of our inquiry, we have had 
frequently to refer to our ignorance of the spiritual 
state, and spiritual world, yet we have not hesitated 
to come to general conclusions on these hidden things, 
founded on the immutable character of God. We 
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find warnings and threatenings, and hopes and pro- 
mises, held out to us about our future state ; but we 
find them so often clothed in language adapted to an 
outward and unspiiitual and wicked people, and there*- 
fore of the nature of the law of an eye for an eye, and 
a tooth for a tooth, that we are compelled under a 
more spiritual dispensation to draw general conclusions 
from the character and benevolence of God, rather 
than from any words recorded in the Bible. This is 
especially the case as respects the question of rewards 
and punishments applied to a spiritual being hereafter, 
and is brought strongly before our view in the con- 
sideration that the great bulk of mankind, though 
equally, with Christians, God's children, have not the 
possession of the Christian revelation contained in the 
Bible. God is the universal and the loving parent, 
and the just and merciful God ; we therefore dare not 
cut off any of his children from salvation, but must 
believe that God will extend His mercy to all. Good 
and evil are the marks that distinguish the human 
family in infinite variety — none wholly good, none 
entirely bad. We know that the conferring happi- 
ness on all His creatures is the paramount design of 
the Creator, but the way in which this is carried out, 
here or hereafter, is mysterious ; and, as respects 
the association of spirits, is a hidden thing. We 
cannot find any authority for a Romish Purgatory, but 
neither are we justified in denying some progression 
towards perfection in the spiritual world. There is 
so mrch about love, mercy, and salvation, in every 
part of the Bible, that no man is justified in wielding 
the thunderbolt of endless misery. We, therefore, 
simply trust in God, that He will not subject the 
righteous to the annoyance of the wicked hereafter. 
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and that the laws of the spiritual world, like all His 
laws^ are in perfect conformity with His own infinite 
goodness ; and in this trust the Christian is kept from 
elevating himself to thrones of glory, and casting out 
the heathen, or his fallen fellow Christians, into outer 
darkness ; for the true practical Christian is too sensi- 
ble of his own shortcomings, and depends solely on the 
goodness and mercy of God — ^he can feel at times His 
love extended to all mankind, and therefore cannot doubt 
the constant loving-kindness of his heavenly Father. 
How disgraceful it is for rival sects to presume to 
decide dogmatically on a question that they can never 
understand — the solution of which may be safely left 
in the hands of a benevolent Creator I 



CHAPTEK XIV. 

PRACTICE OF CHRISTIANS. 

Having reviewed almost all the great questions which 
relate to faith and doctrine, it may be useful to look 
into the Christian world in this nineteenth century, 
and see its works. Let our faith be ever so correct, 
it is by our works that we shall be judged ; for that 
cannot be a living faith in individuals which is not 
proved by works ; and if this inquiry leads to the 
conviction that, however good our profession, our 
practice is to a great extent heathenish — that the 
natural man is not subdued, nor regeneration per- 
fected — ^it will lead us to consider whether the means 
of reformation of individuals made use of by Pro- 
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testant churches is defective. The Romish and Pro- 
testant churches have professed to be the appointed 
teachers of Christianity from the beginning; they 
have been the outward means of spreading Chris- 
tianity; we do not propose to rake up the details 
of individual immorah'ty or infidelity, but to study 
general practices; and with this view we will first 
consider the prevalence of intestine and national wars. 

ON WAR. 

The root of war is the wickedness of man, which 
shows itself in various shapes — in covetousness and 
selfishness, in malice and envy. These are exhibited 
more or less in every unregenerate individual. It 
works in personal ill-feeling towards neighbours, and 
in injustice, and theft, and cruelty. It grows into 
national animosities and wars, through the people, 
kings, and rulers — ^it occasions class animosities and 
civil wars. The ambition of kings is another source 
of wars between nations, and their tyranny leads to 
struggles by the sword for liberty. Religion is also 
made a motive for war ; sect contends with sect for. 
supremacy, and thus that which forbids war, in the 
corrupt state of man becomes a cause of war. There 
is only one cure for war — ^the regeneration of man, 
and his becoming godlike; substituting the divine 
benevolence for hatred, and, putting on charity, becom- 
ing a new man in Christ Jesus. The enormous 
wickedness of war should therefore ever be the law 
of every Christian church, which must teach and 
preach the coming and the rule of Jesus Christ, the 
Prince of Peace. We believe that no Christian church 
can be found that recommends war, or views it other 
than a great calamity ; but is it not true, that all 
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churches too much justify the practice, and admit the 
necessity of war, even almost to lose sight of its total 
variance with the benevolence of God ? And does anj 
government exist amongst Christian nations, that so 
abhors war as to use all the means in its power to 
prevent it ? On the contrary, the practice too generally 
is, to stimulate the war-spirit to such a degree as to 
make it popular, so that war is more frequent and 
deadly amongst Christians than amongst the heathen. 
If this be the case, what have nineteen centuries done 
to bring into dominion the peace of Jesus Christ, the 
Prince of Peace ? Kings, rulers, and men tyrannise 
over their subordinates, unjust laws oppress and 
restrain individual liberty, and compel a participation 
in actual warfare, and the money and the person are 
forcibly taken to carry on war. Popes, priests, and 
churches do their utmost to compel uniformity of 
beh'ef; at one time burning recusants at the stake, at 
another starving them into submission, by withholding 
the .means of living. Individuals of all classes practise 
hatred and animosities one towards another-^ some 
rob your houses, others rob wholesale in breaches of 
trust, and others cheat in their trades ; so that the 
principle and practice of war prevails, and resistance 
becomes not only necessaiy, but a virtue, for it is a 
resisting of the devil and his works. When tyrants 
take away your liberty, and your property, and your 
lives, it is lawful, it is indispensably necessary to resist 
by the sword. When popes and priests try to compel 
you to surrender liberty of conscience, you are bound 
to resist them, and suffer death rather than yield. 
When individuals rob and wound you, it is your duty 
to bring them to punishment, and not suffer your house 
to be broken up^ This is the divine law acting out- 
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wardly to overcome the wicked one, as it acts inwardly 
in oar souls to resist the devil in his spiritual assaults 
on our hearts. The spiritual warfare is the only 
warfare a Christian man is commanded to practise, 
and is the sword our Lord declared He came to give — 
the very war our Lord carried on against the powers 
of darkness. Exactly in proportion as mankind con- 
quer the spiritual enemy, and come under the govern- 
ment of the Prince of Peace, will wickedness abate, 
and war also ; until that day we are nominal Chris- 
tians, and cannot dispense with outward warfare ; and 
the law of Moses, which was the law of God to a 
wicked people, is substantially the law that now regu-» 
lates mankind and justifies war. The natural state 
of man requires the natural remedy. War was as 
contrary to the love of God in the day of Moses as in 
the day of Christ. God changes not ; wars come from 
the fallen nature ; and man, not yielding to heavenly 
principles, is kept in order by earthly principles, by 
God's especial command. He well knowing without 
force wickedness cannot be checked, and therefore 
sanctioning the use of secondary means, by which 
to keep men from running wild in wickedness. We 
do not find that Christ made use of His divine power 
to extinguish war, or any sin; He came, resisting 
temptation, and combating all evil ; by the power of 
God He conquered, and all His children must follow 
His example to gain the victory. He points out the 
means. He offers His help, but uses no compulsion ; 
for He desires virtue, which is choice, not necessity, 
which is compulsion. For His own sake He would 
not call twelve legions of angels to His help, and no 
miracle was performed to save Him from crucifixion. 
Many patriots, many martyrs, many just men, have 
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suffered since His day^ and many are now suffering ; 
but they are not saved by miracles, and we cannot 
discover any authority for supposing that in civil war, 
or war with foreigners, God has taken the decision of 
disputes in His own hand ; it therefore follows, that 
s?K)uld nations differ, or tyrants compel their subjects 
to wage wars of ambition, they must be met by the 
sword. It proves the extreme importance of taking 
all possible means for preventing war ; not only must 
we heal the root, the effectual remedy, by divine 
charity, but all secondary means should be used, as 
just laws and individual liberty ; free trade and friendly 
intercourse with all other nations, one faith and one 
hope, and liberty of conscience must exist, even if 
there be a state religion. There should be also good 
governments, constitutional, not arbitrary ; neither 
the ambition of one man, nor the ambition of the 
people, both of which may now be found, one in the 
old, the other in the new world, equally fatal to 
peace, and very difficult to restrain. To the honour 
of our country be it spoken, war is detested ;. our 
rulers do all they can to preserve peace, but compli- 
cations arise, and war breaks out, and, in the state of 
the world, cannot be avoided ; and no wonder, when 
the little wars, the war in our members, do not 
cease, because charity does not rule in the heart. 
The Society of Friends have been of great service in 
keeping alive the principle, that war is inconsistent 
with Christianity; but their view of war is much 
narrowed to wars between nations, and it is a great 
mistake to suppose that these can be cut short by a 
principle or dogma. There was no cotnmandment given 
by Moses, " Thou shalt not go to war ;" for this is a 
spiritual commandment to be fulfilled in the soul. 
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before it can be carried out in pracitice; and that is a 
gradual work, which will be ultimately accomplished, 
when all the means are brought into operation. When 
mankind with one heart and one mind fulfil the law 
of divine charity, then there will be more love, more 
unity ; selfishness and hatred will be replaced by the 
feeling that it is more blessed to give than to receive, 
and by the love of Christ const»raining us. The 
heathen will then exclaim, " Behold how these Chris- 
tians love one another 1" When this day comes, will 
come the government of the Prince of Peace. 



CHAPTEK XV. 

ON INFIDELITY. 

There are two kinds of infidelity — spiritual and 
moral ; they both have one root — the want of faith 
in the existence and supremacy of God, and the want 
of obedience to His commandments. Once admit our 
primary creed, and practise the law of Christ, and 
infidelity comes to an end. There is also a much 
larger amount of infidelity of a secondary kind, for 
there are few if any atheists, the ruling infidelity 
being the denial of the divinity of Christ. This can 
only be regarded as an enormous evil, fraught with 
fatal consequences, for although we may believe that 
many individuals, who deny the divinity of Christ, 
accept His moral code, and believe Him to be a pro- 
phet, and live to a great extent a moral life, yet no 
man is safe on such a foundation, for the New Testa- 
ment then is not true ; and such doubtsL and pre- 
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sumption are ever endangering faith in one Gbd^ and 
perseverance to the end in good works, for he who 
begins by making his own reason and conscience the 
only standard, cuts his connexion with the highest 
source of wisdom and virtue, and becomes a dead 
branch. Such wiil not admit the truth of miracles, or 
that God jELimself can work but by His own laws ; 
for admitting the rule, that God works by means and 
laws, if it pleased Him, 2,000 years ago, to work by 
miraculous intervention for the especial purpose of 
strengthening man's faith in Himself, surely we may 
allow this exceptional exercise of infinite power for 
our good. How can we believe in the immortality of 
the soul, unless we believe in the resurrection of Christ 
from the dead ? without faith in which we are never 
safe, and possess no effectual stimulus to good works, 
and can never arrive at the perfection of our moral 
and intellectual nature. In a world in which trials 
abound, with a body prone to decay, and assuredly 
ending in death, life is no boon, if it end in annihila- 
tion ; but in the sure and certain hope of eternal life, 
we have the strongest motive for faith, and to aim at 
a likeness to our heavenly Father, whereby we par- 
ticipate in the glories of heaven, in the purity and 
happiness of heaven, in the exercise of the fulness of 
intellectual power, in the enjoyment of absolute truth, 
and in the connexion not only with that little spot the 
earth, but with the universe. We give up nothing 
to get these faiths and hopes — indeed, we gain every- 
thing, because the fruits of faith l^ere are hope and 
joy, humility and wisdom, a foretaste of the happiness 
to come, which, if universally believed in, would 
make this earth a heaven, by diffusing universal 
happiness. 
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We believe it to be a melancholy fact5 that the 
unbeliever in the divinity of Christ generally falls 
away from steadfast adherence to the moral law^ 
however philosophical he may be^ and becomes so 
weakened in faith in the spiritual realities of a future 
world, as to foresee in death no fulness of hope in a 
happy futurity. In the aboundings of the love of 
God, all faithful men must pity these, and desire by 
reason and revelation to bring them into the happiness 
of believing. The bigotry, superstition, and unchaiita- 
bleness of some professors of religion is a great cause 
of this infidelity. The pretensions of the priesthood, 
the unsoundness of creeds and articles of religion of 
existing churches, lead freethinkers to deny revelation ; 
and a thorough reformation would be a great means 
of bringing into the fold of Christ these often unwill- 
ing infidels, and fulfil the divine saying, ^^ And there 
shall be one fold and one shepherd." 



CHAPTEE XVl. 

ON SECTARIAN AND RELIGIOUS 

DISSENSIONS. 

These is no outward embodied church of Christ; 
every existing church, in some respect, is out of the 
unity and love of God. We consider the churches of 
Rome, Constantinople, and England as much sectarian 
as dissenters ; and we fear an impartial examination 
will convince us, that however in every sect there 
are many individuals who fulfil the law of God from 
the heart, the outward churches are real hindrances 
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to the coming of the day of Christy being earthly 
powers that maintain by force^ or the influence of habit 
and education, systems which fall short of establish- 
ing the love, joy, peace, of the kingdom of heaven 
that is to rule on earth, when God's will is done, A 
servile system will never bring this about, but the 
utmost freedom of thought, speech, and discussion — a 
fearless search after truth, not by bodies banded 
together to maintain one set of opinions, but by indi-* 
vidual inquiry. The safe bond of union is faith in a 
holy, wise, and good God, and in His revelation ; 
fixed on this foundation, we may exercise free inquiry ; 
this will not foster presumption, but humility and a 
dependence upon God, the full and living fountain of 
grace, mercy, and truth. The professors of Christi- 
anity are now separated one from another, from youlli 
to age. Exclusive education prevails, and church 
and state privileges are withheld from all but the 
State church. If half the people separate from the 
Establishment from conscientious motives, no tithes or 
rates levied throughout the land are allotted to them, 
so that there is no free Christianity. Is this the one 
fold under one Shepherd our Lord spoke of? The 
Society of Friends, presuming to be a religious society, 
and not of the world, cut off from communion all those 
who hold not with their peculiarities or doctrines, and 
therefore are not fitted for a miiversal church, which 
would embrace all who professed faith in God, and in 
His revealed word. 

To come to such an estimate of Christian professors 
is a painful conclusion, but of the fact of want of unity 
there is no dispute ; and although the differences ioae* 
parable from it are grievous blots in Christians, we 
should err greatly in inferring that Christianity is 
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altogether degraded. Within its bounds, no doubt, are 
found war, slavery, infidelity, immorality, and intem- 
perance ; but there is, too, a large amount of charity, 
freedom, faith, and temperance. And throughout 
the length and breadth of the land there are good 
people of all denominations ; they may labour too 
exclusively for the good of their separate households 
of faith, but they do labour heartily in the love of 
God and man. 

Nevertheless there is a better way, and in writing 
on this subject we do not aim at anything short of 
perfection, being bound, as far as possible, simply to 
advocate a system that is capable of universal adop- 
tion, and in accordance with the spiritual law of 
Christ. We know that God, the merciful and gracious 
One, sees and blesses all labourers in His vineyard ; 
He loves man. His offspring, pities him, and accepts 
the smallest offering — the widow's mite, every kind 
word and good deed done to any one of His poor 
needy children ; even at the eleventh hour He calls 
upon man to enter the vineyard and work, and then 
at the end of the day He gives the full pay ; even at 
death's hour He hears repentant sinners. What a 
God of love and mercy we have to do with 1 Ought 
we not to be at unity amongst ourselves? 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

CONCLUSION. 

It may be contended that the proposed scheme is 
ntopian^ a do-nothing system, and that under it man- 
kind would fail into a state of indifference, the stimuli 
arising from sectional differences in doctrines and 
forms being withdrawn. But it must not be supposed^ 
because we require no assent to any thing but the 
primary creed, we consider nothing necessary to 
be done to help man in religion. We have not 
attempted to define the mode by which public worship 
should be conducted, but it must include the reading 
of the Scriptures, prayen praise, thanksgiving, and 
psalmody, as the means of uniting all assembled in 
divine worship. Then might follow teaching, which 
would include the expounding of the Scriptures, 
natural theology, and moral and religious discourses, 
by good, learned, and scientific men, desirous of 
labouring in God's vineyard ; readers, as they would 
be literally, if all contributions were written, not 
extemporaneous (to which there are many objections). 
These readers would be laymen, unpaid, without the 
least spiritual authority ; reading the sermons of 
others, or their own, whether the composition of man 
or woman, the inspiration of the pen, the fruits of 
human wisdom guided by divine wisdom. Besides 
this, a great means of reformation would be a more 
enlarged and perfect system of education and training 
youth, which is now so much behind what it ought 
to h% because a national education is impracticable 
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under the dlv^isions which now exist on religion. If 
there were a church of unity, letters^ art, science, and 
morals might all be taught. Intellectual and physical 
instruction, properly carried out, would elevate the 
people, and restrain low habits and sensual pleasures, 
which now keep down the moral and intellectual 
faculties. There would then be a united action of 
the good and the learned ; the power of religion 
would be strengthened, and the scandal of uncon- 
verted men preaching the Gospel would be removed. 
We believe, in destroying sectarianism, we should in- 
crease charity ; in destroying superstition, we should 
make the conscience free ; in destroying puritanical 
scruples, we should relieve humanity from a burthen 
that hinders the free exercise, the lawful exercise, of 
man's liberty. Under such a system the love of God 
and obedience to His will might be expected more 
largely to prevail, and human happiness would be 
promoted. 

If the faith, the doctrines, and the practices of 
churches are so various, and in many respects so 
formal, is not a reformed church wanted, in which a 
more correct creed, more true worship, more wise 
teaching, more charity, may be provided ? Will the 
Society of Friends, now in a transition state, and 
therefore more open to a dispassionate inquiry than 
any other, attempt its own reformation, and inaugu- 
rate a church for unity, and adapted for humanity? 
Has it humility that will lead it to abandon long- 
cherished usages, and abstract principles, for what the 
law of the Lord prescribes and man requires — divine 
in principle — human in application; for neither can 
be left out for a being spiritual and material, who 
can neither throw off his humanity nor put on his 
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spirituality entirely, while in the body ? The Society 
possesses many advantages for taking the initiative. 
First, it is a lay society ; and having no priests 
depending on tithe for maintenance, there is no existing 
pecuniary difficulty, an enormous obstacle to reform 
in other churches. Secondly, it has discarded the 
Mosaic ritual, and substituted no forms, ceremonies, 
or sacraments in its place; but strictly regards the 
new dispensation as spiritual. Thirdly, it has ever 
taught that the revelation of God in Christ in the 
soul is universal, and the real source of regenera- 
tion, justification, and sanctification ; the light within, 
Christ within, the kingdom of God within — ^a prin- 
ciple not peculiar to tlie Society of Friends, but 
brought out more explicitly and practicaUy by 
them than by any other Christian church. Lastly, 
the Society of Friends in its origin, however many of 
its members may now have departed from it, taught 
the unity of God, and disowned a trinity of persons. 
Notwithstanding these advantages, it is almost vain to 
hope in them for what ecclesiastical history affords 
no example of — a sect reforming itself; and it pre- 
sents, in the smallness of its numbers, and the few- 
ness of its meetings, no universally diffused body in 
which the working of the new leaven would act on 
the whole population, and leaven the whole lump. 
The Church of England is the most universally 
established, but what hope can we have that a body 
so compacted, so trained into system^ whose priests 
are subordinate to bishops, and bound to a creed and 
articles, and obedience to the rubric — who live by the 
altar — ^will consent to let the laity in, and accede to so 
radical a reform ? No doubt the power and the learn- 
ing of that church would be turned against such a 
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novel system. It would be designated Utopian, un- 
christian, absurd. If these churches, representing 
the two extremes, cannot be expected to adopt our 
views, can we hope for agents to support it from the 
dissenting churches, who, although not prominently 
referred to in this inquiry, also need reformation? 
They may have enforced the doctrine of salvation by 
faith ; but have their ministers engraven on the minds 
of their hearers the necessity of practical piety, and 
the performance of all the relative duties ; and done 
their best to cure vice, and to elevate the moral and 
intellectual standard of the poor, so many of whom 
are ignorant, slaves to bad habits, and improvident, 
so that instead of finding at home all the delights a 
Christian man can desire, they are driven elsewhere for 
that recreation and excitement which is so necessary 
for man? Must we look to nothing but that slow 
and gradual change which truth effects in indivi- 
duals? It is a great mistake to suppose that the 
simple faith of Christianity, and its pure morals, will 
soon come into univ^sal dominion. As it is through 
much tribulation the righteous enter the kingdom, so 
it may be by long conflicts, and numberless partial 
reformations, that the darkness of error will be 
removed, and the true light shine brightly. We 
know it will never be unclouded light in this world, 
because one generation of men is constantly removed 
and succeeded by another — natural men by birth — 
who have to pass through the same course of trans- 
formation as their fathers. No man can begin on the 
high stand-point of godJy ancestors, but has to fight 
the good fight for himself; so that ultimate perfection 
does not belong to this world. Notwithstanding, a 
unity of faith and practice in individuals must lead to 
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association^ and as soon as it is adopted by many^ there 
would be founded a new church, — more simple, more 
spiritual, more practically charitable, more catholic, 
than any now existing ; which, if really founded on 
Christ, the way, the truth, and the life, under God's 
blessing and His providence, might ultimately draw 
together in one the children of God now scattered 
abroad. Therefore, although we more particularly call 
the attention of the Friends to this all-important ques- 
tion, our appeal is general. We ask for a real, philo- 
sophical, individual inquiry ; and that the same treat- 
ment should be applied to this subject as to natural 
science, in which the laws are now deduced from the 
study of nature, — and truth, and truth only, is the 
end aimed at ; and where we find the most eminent 
professors unhesitatingly abandon untenable views the 
moment that discovery is made of a more certain law : 
a course that must end in the establishment of scien- 
tific truth — a noble pursuit and end ; but not to be 
compared with that science which has for its object 
the improvement of man, and his present and future 
happiness, by a truer knowledge of his spiritual, 
moral, and intellectual nature, which can only be 
found in the revelation of God in His word, and 
in his own being, and in the world he lives in ; and 
the end of which inquiry is to bring man, in wisdom 
and in goodness, nearer in likeness to God his Father, 
Creator, and Redeemer, so that he may know and love 
Him better ; and practising his knowledge, be gradu- 
ally fitted for inseparable union with Him, and all the 
just made perfect, hereafter in the kingdom of heaven. 
Until Christianity is something more than a name in 
its professors — until wars between Christians cease — 
until slavery is extinguished — until bigotry and super- 
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stition meet with no support from Christian communis 
ties — until Christians are more united, more intelligent, 
and more moral, and love one another better, Christi- 
anity will not shine forth in its majesty and in its 
glory, and the words of the Prophet cannot be applied, 
*' Arise and shine, for thy light is come, and the glory 
of the Lord haa arisen upon thee." *' Awake, arise, 
put on thy strength, O Zion ; put on thy beautiful 
garments, O Jerusalem, the holy city." " Break 
forth into joy, sing together, ye waste places of 
Jerusalem ; for the Lord hath comforted His people. 
He hath redeemed Jerusalem." " Enlarge the place 
of thy tent, and let them stretch forth the curtains of 
thy habitation, for thou shalt break forth on the right 
hand and on the left, and thy seed shall inherit the 
Gentiles, and make the desolate cities to be in- 
habited." Until then there will not prevail Christian 
unity, and the heathen will not be converted. They 
judge Christianity by the works of its professors, and 
when war, slavery, and selfishness abound, the faith 
of the Christian will meet with no approval. Christi- 
anity offers no temptation to the heathen, in symbolical 
representations : these they have themselves in abun- 
dance ; it is by its fruits it must be distinguished, and 
this alone will bring the heathen into the Christian 
fold. But charity must begin at home; our first 
efforts must be to mend ourselves, by taking the beam 
out of our own eye- There is too much of man, too 
little of God, in our present attempts at reformation ; 
we are ever pruning the branch and neglecting the 
root; we therefore miss of the happiness of regene- 
rated souls, who only are free spiritually, intellectually, 
and physically, and capable of all the enjoyments of 
humanity in that divine order which is safe, by which 
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hmnanity becomes divine, and, in its spiritual exercise 
on darth, gets a foretaste of its fruition in heaven. 

Although it would be thought presumptuous in an 
individual to prescribe the forms that would be 
suitable for an universal church, he may, in his 
attempt to reform the church of the Friends, give 
his idea of what would be required. A liturgy, or 
formulary, for public worship is necessary to preserve 
order, and prevent fashion or the peculiar views of 
individuals from upsetting a well-considered and 
Christian form. As respects public worship, — the 
form of silent worship would not live a day. People 
of all ages and conditions meet — saints and sinners, 
fallible human beings : to such, especially the young, 
silent worship is a dead form. The essence of public 
worship is expression — in prayers, which must be 
written, for every one who has listened to extempo- 
raneous prayers must feel how lengthy, how personal, 
how far from humble petitions they often are, how 
little they resemble the inimitable form given us by 
our Lord — in psalmody, by which all sing praises 
unto God in holy and metrical psalms, and get a holy 
feeling, a warmth of heart and spirit thereby — ^in 
adoration, thanksgiving, and praise, which are essen- 
tials of public worship — lastly, in the reading of the 
Scriptures, from which only we learn a knowledge of 
God, and of His laws, and of our own immortality ; 
and which contain the history and the teaching of 
holy men in all ages, and prepare the soul for the 
highest source of virtue, — the individual, silent, 
secret teaching of God in the soul ; the private, real, 
and indispensable silent worship in the closet of the 
heart. Next we come to the human part of the 
public religious service, — teaching and preaching. 
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Por the same reasons as assigned for prayers^ 
sermons must be written. Thej are only human 
compositions: to be judged of by the hearers. It 
must be distinctly understood that sermons are never 
to be taken as revelations from God. No doubt^ God 
does inspire His servants^ and from the mouth of holy 
men^ devoted to Him^ teaches, warns, and comforts the 
church. We can do nothing without His assistance^ 
and He works by means ; but we must never expect 
a Divine Revelation, in words, as to the Prophets of 
old ; for all are now Prophets, in the sense of the 
teaching of the Spirit individually. Our Lord, who 
claimed divine power, rebuked those who called Him 
good, applied to His humanity, declaring that none is 
good but one, that is, God. We must only look on 
the best and wisest of men as human teachers, and 
therefore reject that heresy of Rome, which claims 
especial divine authority to the priesthood. But 
having thus limited the pow6r and the office, we may 
beneficially extend the exercise of preaching, by a 
larger scope of subjects, especially natural theology ; 
and by the aid of superior learning and parts, take 
in the whole field of history apd social science, and 
in this way, after divine worship, introduce a useful 
and attractive subsidiary to revelation, for informing 
the ignorant, strengthening the moral feeling, and 
thus as a whole, in public, exalting the great God, 
our Saviour and Creator, in all things. By know- 
ledge and learning, good men, who feel called to work 
in this particular vineyard, would be better qualified 
to honour their divine Master, and extend His king- 
dom, as lay helpers or readers. This is already 
attempted by many laymen of all existing churches, 
but with little eflfect nationally. Every one who is 
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acquainted with the labours of sincere and godly men 
for the good of mankind^ spiritually and physically, 
of laymen, and of clergymen and ministers, must be 
convinced that there is salt in England : the taking 
of money for doing the work of the ministry, although 
inconsistent with a perfect system, has not operated 
to make all ministers selfish or servile. There is an 
enormous amount of independence in the church of 
England, and of Christian conduct and Christian 
labour. No church equals it in these respects ; and 
it is peculiarly a body which, if set free from the 
trammels of tradition and ceremony^ and subscription 
to articles, and remodelled on a spiritual and scrip- 
tural basis, would be the most likely to effect a great 
reformation, and inaugurate a church of unity. Its 
great acquirements in human wisdom would qualify 
it for action in forming a new church, for human 
wisdom, divinely directed, becomes divine wisdom in 
action. There is already a great shaking in this 
church, and free inquiry afloat, which points out that 
the time is come for more systematic and radical 
reform. 

Still we must ask the Society of Friends calmly to 
consider the propositions made to adapt it for a 
church of unitv for all Christians. We think it will 
be found that not one essential principle is required 
to be given up, but that the proposed changes would 
remove its spiritual formality and peculiarities, only 
fit for a monkish fraternity, and make it a church of 
Christ, would give it true nobility, and the largeness of 
the Gospel, and adapt it for permanency and univer- 
sality. In the last days of the church, ^^ the mountain of 
the Lord's house shall be established in the top of the 
mountain, and shall be exalted above the hills, and 



CONCLUSION. 99 

all nations shall flow unto it^ and many people shall 
go and say. Come ye, and let us go up to the moun- 
tain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob ; 
and He will teach of His ways, and we will walk in 
His paths, for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and 
the word of the Lord from Jerusalem ; and He shall 
judge among the nations, and shall rebuke many 
people, and they shall beat their swords into plough- 
shares, and their spears into pruning-hooks : nation 
shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall 
they learn war any more. O house of Jacob I come 
ye, and let us walk in the light of the Lord.*' 
*^ For unto us a child is bom, unto us a son is 
given ; and the government shall be upon His shoulder, 
and His name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, 
the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince 
of Peace: of the increase of His government and 
peace there shall be no end. The zeal of the Lord 
of hosts will perform this." *^ Then shall the wilder- 
ness and solitary place be glad, and the desert shall 
rejoice and blossom as the rose. It shall blossom 
abundantly, and rejoice even with joy and singing. 
The glory of Lebanon shall be given unto it, — the 
excellency of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see 
the glory of the Lord, and the excellency of our 
God." Could we realise the vision, the outward 
church would become more of the bride in her 
mystical union with Christ : an earthly type of that 
** great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of 
heaven from God," having the glory of God, gates 
of pearls, and the streets of the city of pure gold as 
transparent glass ; in which is no temple, for the 
Lord God and the Lamb are the temple of it ; which 
has no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to 
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shine in it, for the glory of God doth lighten it, and 
the Lamb is the light thereof; whose gates " shall not 
be shut at all by day, for there shall be no night 
there ; and they shall bring the glory and honour of 
the nations into it, and there shall in no wise enter 
into it anything that defileth, neither worketh abomi- 
nation, or maketh a lie ; but they which are written 
in the Lamb's book of life." 

We might midtiply extracts from the Bible, show- 
ing that in all ages the life of the soul, and the unity 
of living members of the church of Christ, is only 
to be derived from faith in the one living and true 
God, and His spiritual teaching. Every one admits 
this of the church triumphant, and the church mili- 
tant in its perfect state will be the same. The dry 
bones must live, and be one mighty army. The stick 
of Judah and the stick of Israel must ultimately be 
one. One church, one nation, one king shall be king 
to them all. '^ I will cleanse them, I will love them ; 
they shall be my people, I will be their God. And 
David (Jesus) my servant shall be king over them, 
and they shall have one shepherd. I will make a 
covenant of mercy with them. It shall be an ever- 
lasting covenant with them : my tabernacle shall be 
with them. I will be their God, and they shall be 
my people ; and the heathen shall know that I the 
Lord do sanctify Israel (spiritual), when my sanctuary 
shall be in the midst of them for evermore." These 
remarkable prophecies of Ezekiel are confirmed by 
all the prophets, and admit of no narrow application ; 
but form part of that thread of gold which runs 
through all the Scriptures ; — the new covenant, seen 
then in prophetic vision, and which the faithfril and 
believing can trace out, in its incorruptible purity, in 
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the pages of Revelation, untainted by the history of a 
stiffnecked and backsliding people. This is the foun- 
dation that can never be destroyed, — the sure foun- 
dation, upon which the holy temple in every heart is 
to be built, — which, united in believers, forms the 
only true church on earth, — the type of the Heavenly 
Jerusalem, which cometh down from God out of 
heaven. 
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